@ guidely

Important Monthly Current Affairs Capsule — May 2026

BUNDLE PDF
COURSE

Topic-wise + Section-wise + Exam-wise
Bundle PDF Courses (Get 50 Days Daily Targets)

Separate Bundle Courses for Beginners
All Exam Memory Based Paper Bundle Course
Bilingual Questions (Eng & Hindi)

Detailed Video Solution & Quiz Format

(D) @ o e




@ guidely

Important Monthly Current Affairs Capsule — May 2026

Topics

IMPORTANT DAYS

NATIONAL AND STATE NEWS

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

BANKING AND BUSINESS

AWARDS AND HONOURS

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNATIONS

MOUS AND AGREEMENT

RANKING AND INDEXES

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

DEFENCE NEWS

ACQUISITIONS & MERGERS

APPS & PORTALS

ENVIRONMENT NEWS

SPORTS NEWS

OBITUARIES

Click Here for PDF Course Subscription  Click Here to Subscribe Our Yearly Mock Test Package

If there are any suggestions/ errors in this PDF contact us via this email: support@guidely.in 2



https://guidely.in/pdf-course-subscription
https://guidely.in/mock-test-subscription
mailto:support@guidely.in

@ guidely

Important Monthly Current Affairs Capsule — May 2026

IMPORTANT DAYS

International Labour Day Observed on May 1
« International Labour Day, also known as May Day, is observed every year on May 1 to
commemorate the struggles and achievements of workers.
The 2026 theme, as highlighted by the International Labour Organization, is “Ensuring a
Healthy Psychosocial Working Environment”.
International Labour Day was first celebrated on May 1, 1890, following its declaration by
the International Congress of Socialist Parties in Europe on July 14, 1889.
e InIndia, the first celebration of International Labour Day was held in Chennai in 1923.
Gujarat Foundation Day Observed on May 1
e Gujarat Foundation Day, also known as Gujarat Gaurav Diwas, is celebrated every year
on May 1 to mark the formation of Gujarat in 1960 after separation from Bombay State.
In 2026, the state-level celebrations are held in Surat, featuring cultural programmes and
police motorcycle stunts, reflecting a blend of tradition and modern progress.
In 1956, these regions were merged into Greater Bombay State, comprising both Gujarati-
speaking and Marathi-speaking populations.
On May 1, 1960, under the Bombay Reorganisation Act, 1960, Bombay State was divided
into Gujarat and Maharashtra, giving Gujarat a distinct cultural and linguistic identity.
World Tuna Day Observed on May 2
« World Tuna Day is observed every year on May 2 to raise awareness about the importance of
tuna conservation.
The day was established by the United Nations General Assembly and has been observed
annually since 2017.
Tuna is an economically important fish species, widely consumed and significant for global
food security and livelihoods.
« Thailand is one of the largest producers of tuna in the world
World Laughter Day 2026 Observed on May 3
o World Laughter Day 2026 is observed on May 3, 2026, as it falls on the first Sunday of
May every year.
The day was established in 1998 by Dr Madan Kataria, founder of the Laughter Yoga
Movement.

Click Here for PDF Course Subscription  Click Here to Subscribe Our Yearly Mock Test Package

If there are any suggestions/ errors in this PDF contact us via this email: support@guidely.in 3



https://guidely.in/pdf-course-subscription
https://guidely.in/mock-test-subscription
mailto:support@guidely.in

@ guidely

Important Monthly Current Affairs Capsule — May 2026

o The theme for 2026 is “World Peace Through Laughter”, focusing on the role of laughter
in reducing stress, improving immunity, and promoting peace.
o The first celebration of World Laughter Day was held on May 10, 1998.
Coal Miners Day Observed on May 4
« Coal Miners Day is observed every year on May 4 to recognise the contribution of coal
miners to the economy and energy sector.
Coal is a major fossil fuel rich in carbon and remains a key source of energy for power
generation and industrial use.
Coal mining refers to the extraction of coal from the earth, which plays a crucial role
in energy production and industrial development.
World Press Freedom Day Observed on May 3
« World Press Freedom Day is observed every year on May 3 to promote the importance
of press freedom and independent media.
The day was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in December 1993,
following a recommendation by the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural
Organization General Conference.
e The theme for 2026 is “Shaping a Future of Peace”.
World Asthma Day 2026 Observed on First Tuesday of May
« World Asthma Day is observed every year on the first Tuesday of May to raise awareness
about asthma, a chronic respiratory disease affecting the lungs. In 2026, it is observed on 5 May
2026.
The day is organized by the Global Initiative for Asthma (GINA) to promote better
understanding, prevention, and management of asthma.
Theme for 2026: “Access to anti-inflammatory inhalers for everyone with asthma - still an
urgent need”
o First observed in 1998 across more than 35 countries
World Athletics Day 2026 Observed on 7 May
« World Athletics Day 2026 is observed on 7 May 2026 to promote awareness
about athletics and encourage participation in sports.
The day was first observed in 1996 and was launched by Primo Nebiolo, President of
the International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF), to honour sportspersons and inspire

youth to bring pride to the nation.
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Initiative launched by the International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) under the
theme “Athletics for a Better World”
International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) founded in 1912 for governing athletics
globally
« Renamed as International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) in 2001
World Thalassaemia Day 2026
« World Thalassaemia Day is observed every year on 8 May to spread awareness
about Thalassaemia, a genetic blood disorder, and to support patients suffering from the
disease.
The day aims to raise awareness about the challenges faced by patients suffering
from Thalassaemia and the importance of early diagnosis and treatment.
In 1994, the Thalassaemia International Federation (TIF) established 8 May as World
Thalassaemia Day.
The day is observed in memory of George Englezos, son of the founder and President of
the Thalassaemia International Federation (TIF).
World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day 2026
« World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day is observed every year on 8 May to spread
awareness about humanitarian values, relief activities, and the importance of the Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement across the world.
The day is celebrated on the birth anniversary of Henry Dunant, who was born on 8 May 1828.
Henry Dunant was the founder of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).
Henry Dunant was also awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his humanitarian contributions.
The proposal to observe this day was studied by an International Commission established
during the 14th International Conference of the Red Cross.
Victory Day 2026 Celebrated on May 9 in Russia Commemorating End of Second World War in
Europe
« Victory Day is observed every year on May 9 as one of the most significant national holidays
in Russia, marking the surrender of Nazi Germany in 1945 during the Second World War.
The day commemorates the signing of the German Instrument of Surrender in Berlin, which
led to the end of the war in Europe.
Victory Day was first observed across the 15 Republics of the former Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR) following the declaration of victory after the Second World War.
National Technology Day 2026 Observed on May 11 to Mark Pokhran Nuclear Tests and Promote
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Scientific Advancement

National Technology Day is observed every year on May 11 to recognise the contributions

of scientists, research, and technological advancements in India.

The day commemorates the successful Pokhran nuclear tests conducted on May 11,

1998 under Operation Shakti at the Pokhran Test Range in Rajasthan.

National Technology Day was first declared by former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
was first observed on May 11, 1999.

The day aims to promote awareness about the importance of technology, innovation, and

scientific research in national development.

International Nurses Day 2026 Observed on May 12 to Honour Contribution of Nurses

International Nurses Day is observed every year on 12 May to recognise the contribution of
nurses to society and healthcare systems.

The day commemorates the birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale, the pioneer of modern
nursing.

The International Council of Nurses announced the theme for 2026 as “Our Nurses. Our
Future. Empowered Nurses Save Lives.”

In 1974, 12 May was officially designated as International Nurses Day.

Mental Health Awareness Week 2026 Observed from May 11 to 17 with Theme ‘Action’

Mental Health Awareness Week 2026 is being observed from May 11 to May 17, 2026

The week is organised by the Mental Health Foundation and supported by organisations like
Mind and the National Health Service

The theme for 2026 is ‘Action’, focusing on moving beyond awareness to practical steps for
mental wellbeing

The campaign also promotes ‘Wear It Green Day’ to show solidarity for mental health

awareness

International Day of Families 2026 Observed on 15 May

International Day of Families is celebrated every year on 15 May to raise awareness about the
importance of families in society.

The theme for 2026 is “Families, Inequalities and Child Wellbeing.”

The day was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in 1993 and was first
observed in 1994.

World Hypertension Day 2026 Observed on 17 May
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World Hypertension Day 2026 is observed annually on 17 May to create awareness about
Hypertension, high blood pressure, and related health complications.
The observance is promoted by the World Hypertension League, which is an umbrella
organisation representing 85 National Hypertension Societies and Leagues across the world.
The World Hypertension League was launched on 14 May 2005, and World Hypertension Day
has been officially observed every year since 2006.
World Telecommunication and Information Society Day 2025 Observed on 17 May
o World Telecommunication and Information Society Day 2025 is observed annually on 17
May to highlight the importance of Telecommunication, Information Technology, and Digital
Connectivity in global development.
The United Nations General Assembly declared 17 May as World Telecommunication and
Information Society Day.
The observance has been celebrated annually since 1969 to commemorate the foundation of the
International Telecommunication Union.
The International Telecommunication Union was established on 17 May 1865 and is a
specialised agency responsible for global telecommunication and information communication
technologies.
International Museum Day 2026 Observed on 18 May
e International Museum Day 2026 is observed annually on 18 May to raise awareness about the
importance of museums in society and their role in preserving cultural heritage.
The observance is promoted by the International Council of Museums, which has organised the
day every year since 1977.
The decision to establish International Museum Day was adopted during a general meeting of
the International Council of Museums held in Moscow, Russia.
® The first official International Museum Day was celebrated in 1977.
World AIDS Vaccine Day 2026 Observed on 18 May
e World AIDS Vaccine Day 2026 is observed annually on 18 May and is also known as Human
Immunodeficiency Virus Vaccine Awareness Day.
The day is observed to create awareness about the need for an effective Human
Immunodeficiency Virus Vaccine and to highlight the importance of research in preventing
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
World AIDS Vaccine Day was first observed in 1998.
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® The concept of the observance was first introduced in 1997 by Bill Clinton at Morgan State
University.
World Metrology Day 2026 is observed annually on 20th May
e World Metrology Day is observed annually on 20 May to raise awareness about the importance
of metrology and measurement science.
The day commemorates the signing of the Metre Convention in Paris, France, in 1875 by
representatives of 17 nations.
Metrology refers to the science of measurement.
The first World Metrology Day was celebrated in 1961.
The day is promoted by the Measurement Standards Laboratory (MSL) and international
metrology organizations.
Anti-Terrorism Day 2026 Observed on 21 May
e Anti-Terrorism Day is observed every year on 21 May in India to spread awareness about the
dangers of terrorism, violence, and extremism.
The day is observed to promote peace, unity, harmony, and national integration among
citizens.
Anti-Terrorism Day is observed on the death anniversary of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi, who was assassinated in 1991 during an election campaign.
World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development Observed on 21 May
e World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development is observed every year on 21
May to raise awareness about the importance of cultural diversity, dialogue, inclusion, and
sustainable development.
The day was adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) in 2001.
International Day for Biological Diversity 2026 Observed on 22 May
® The International Day for Biological Diversity 2026 is observed on 22 May every year to raise
awareness about the importance of biological diversity and environmental conservation.
The official theme for International Day for Biological Diversity 2026 is “Acting Locally for
Global Impact.”
Commonwealth Day 2026 Observed on May 24
e Commonwealth Day is observed every year on May 24 in India, while most countries of the

Commonwealth of Nations celebrate it on the second Monday of March.
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The day is celebrated to commemorate the birth anniversary of Queen Victoria and to
recognise the unity, cooperation and shared values among Commonwealth nations.
Commonwealth Day was earlier known as Empire Day. It was first observed in the United
Kingdom in 1904 by Reginald Brabazon.
International Day of Action for Women’s Health 2026 — May 28
e International Day of Action for Women’s Health is observed every year on 28 May to raise
awareness about women’s health issues and promote their overall well-being, especially in the
areas of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR).
® The observance aims to remind governments, policymakers, healthcare institutions, and the
general public about the importance of ensuring accessible, affordable, and quality healthcare
services for women.
International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers Observed on May 29
e The International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers is observed every year on May 29 to
honour the dedication and sacrifice of UN peacekeepers across the world.
e The first United Nations Peacekeeping Mission was established in May 1948. The mission,
named United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO), was deployed in Palestine.
International Everest Day 2025 Observed on May 29
® International Everest Day 2025 is observed on May 29 to commemorate the historic first
successful ascent of Mount Everest in 1953.
® The day honours Tenzing Norgay of Nepal and Edmund Hillary of New Zealand, who became the
first climbers to reach the summit of Mount Everest.
® Mount Everest is located on the border between Nepal and China and is the highest mountain
in the world above sea level.
World No Tobacco Day 2026 — 31 May
e World No Tobacco Day is observed every year on 31 May to raise awareness about the harmful
effects of tobacco consumption and promote tobacco-free lifestyles.
The day is organized by the World Health Organization (WHO) and is also known as World
Anti-Tobacco Day.
The first World No Tobacco Day was observed by the member states of the World Health
Organization (WHO) in 1987.
About World Health Organization (WHO)
® Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

® Director-General: Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
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e [Established: 1948
® The World Health Organization (WHO) has 194 member

NATIONAL AND STATE NEWS
Employees Provident Fund Organisation to Launch E-PRAAPTI Digital Platform
« The Employees Provident Fund Organisation will launch a new digital platform E-PRAAPTI,
announced by Union Minister of Labour and Employment Mansukh Mandaviya, to
enhance digital governance, transparency, and user empowerment.
E-PRAAPTI (Employees Provident Fund Aadhaar-Based Access Portal for Tracking
Inoperative Accounts) is designed to help users trace and reactivate dormant or unclaimed
provident fund accounts, even without Universal Account Number.
e The platform uses Aadhaar-based authentication, allowing users to access accounts
independently without employer intervention.
« In Financial Year 2025-26, 55.1 million advance claims were processed, with 71.11 per cent
settled within three days and 98.70 per cent resolved within 20 days.
Maharashtra Approves Artificial Intelligence Policy 2026 to Boost Investment and Employment
« The Maharashtra Cabinet led by Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis approved
the Maharashtra Artificial Intelligence Policy 2026 to position the state as a leading Artificial
Intelligence hub in India.
The policy aims to attract over 10,000 crore investment and generate around 1.5 lakh jobs by
2031.
It focuses on building a robust ecosystem integrating advanced infrastructure, skilled
workforce, startup ecosystem, and responsible Artificial Intelligence governance.
Infrastructure development includes establishment of 5 Artificial Intelligence Innovation Cities,
creation of a common computing backbone with 2,000 Graphics Processing Units, and
introduction of Compute-as-a-Service for government departments.
The state plans to train 2 lakh youth and professionals and set up the Maharashtra Centre for
Advanced Artificial Intelligence Training to strengthen industry-academia collaboration.
About Maharashtra:
e Chief Minister: Devendra Fadnavis
e Governor: Jishnu Dev Varma.

e Capital: Mumbai
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National Parks: Tadoba National Park, Sanjay Gandhi National Park, Chandoli National Park,
Gugamal National Park, Navegaon National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Bhimashankar Wildlife Sanctuary, Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary, Karnala Bird
Sanctuary, Melghat Wildlife Sanctuary, Radhanagari Wildlife Sanctuary
Bengaluru Police Launch Artificial Intelligence-Powered Multilingual Feature in Namma 112
Helpline
« Bengaluru Police introduced an Artificial Intelligence-powered multilingual feature in
the Namma 112 emergency helpline, becoming the first police unit in India to implement such
technology.
The system enables communication in more than 10 Indian and foreign languages,
improving accessibility, emergency response, and public safety.
The feature is built on Voice Artificial Intelligence for Nationwide Key Interventions and
developed in collaboration with Monday Ventures and Aeos.
Supported languages include Bengali, Malayalam, Gujarati, Odia, Manipuri, Assamese,
Kashmiri, Nepali, French, Spanish, and Arabic, along with existing support in Kannada,
English, Hindi, Tamil, and Telugu.
About Karnataka:
Capital: Bengaluru
Chief Minister: Siddaramaiah
Governor: Thaawarchand Gehlot
National Parks: Bandipur National Park, Nagarhole National Park, Kudremukh National Park,
Anshi (Kali) National Park, Bannerghatta National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary, Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary, Ranganathittu Bird
Sanctuary, Brahmagiri Wildlife Sanctuary, Pushpagiri Wildlife Sanctuary, Cauvery Wildlife
Sanctuary
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Inaugurates Ganga Expressway in Uttar Pradesh
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Ganga Expressway in Hardoi, Uttar Pradesh.
The expressway is a 594 kilometre long six-lane greenfield corridor, expandable to eight
lanes, built at a cost of ¥36,230 crore.
It connects Meerut to Prayagraj, passing through 12 districts including Meerut, Bulandshahr,
Hapur, Amroha, Sambhal, Badaun, Shahjahanpur, Hardoi, Unnao, Raebareli, Pratapgarh,

and Prayagraj.
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e The project enhances connectivity between western, central, and eastern Uttar Pradesh,
creating a unified transport network.
About Uttar Pradesh:
Chief Minister: Yogi Adityanath
Governor: Anandiben Patel
Capital: Lucknow
National Parks: Dudhwa National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary, Kaimoor Wildlife Sanctuary, Nawabganj
Bird Sanctuary (Shahid Chandra Shekhar Azad Bird Sanctuary), Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary,
Sur Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, Chandraprabha Wildlife Sanctuary, Mahavir Swami Wildlife
Sanctuary, Ranipur Wildlife
Panchayat Advancement Index 2.0 Report Released on National Panchayati Raj Day
« The Ministry of Panchayati Raj released the Panchayat Advancement Index 2.0
Report on National Panchayati Raj Day (April 24), highlighting progress in rural development
and grassroots governance.
A total of 3,635 Gram Panchayats were classified as Front Runners (A Grade), reflecting
strong performance.
The report covers over 2.59 lakh Gram Panchayats across 33 States and Union Territories,
making it one of the largest data-driven governance assessments in India.
Nearly 1,18,824 Panchayats (45.72 per cent) fall under the Performer (B Grade) category,
while others are classified as Aspirant and Beginner.
West Bengal Records Highest-Ever Voter Turnout in Assembly Elections
« West Bengal recorded its highest-ever voter turnout after Independence with an overall
participation of 92.47 per cent in the Assembly Elections conducted in two phases.
Phase One turnout stood at 93.19 per cent, while Phase Two recorded 91.66 per cent,
surpassing the previous highest turnout of 84.72 per cent in 2011.
The data reflects a significant rise in electoral participation, setting a new benchmark in
India’s electoral history.
Gender-wise participation showed inclusivity, with Male voters at 91.07 per cent, Female
voters at 92.28 per cent, and Third gender at 91.28 per cent in Phase Two.
The Election Commission of India used advanced technology platforms such as Election
Commission Integrated Network for monitoring.
About West Bengal:
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Chief Minister: Mamata Banerjee

Governor: R. N. Ravi

Capital: Kolkata

National Parks: Sundarbans National Park, Jaldapara National Park, Buxa National Park,
Gorumara National Park, Neora Valley National Park

Wildlife Sanctuaries: Sajnekhali Wildlife Sanctuary, Bibhutibhushan Wildlife Sanctuary,
Bethuadahari Wildlife Sanctuary, Ballavpur Wildlife Sanctuary, Haliday Island Wildlife Sanctuary

Karnataka Launches India’s First Digital Grievance Redressal System for Gig Workers

Karnataka introduced India’s first digital grievance redressal system for gig workers, aiming
to enhance transparency, accountability, and worker protection.

The system allows platform-based workers to register complaints related to wages,
incentives, working conditions, and disputes with digital platforms.

The initiative is developed by the Karnataka Platform-based Gig Workers Board in
collaboration with the Department of Electronic Governance Karnataka.

Complaints can be filed through the Integrated Public Grievance Redressal System portal,

enabling registration, tracking, and time-bound resolution.

About Karnataka:

Capital: Bengaluru

Chief Minister: Siddaramaiah

Governor: Thaawarchand Gehlot

National Parks: Bandipur National Park, Nagarhole National Park, Kudremukh National Park,
Anshi (Kali) National Park, Bannerghatta National Park

Wildlife Sanctuaries: Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary, Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary, Ranganathittu Bird
Sanctuary, Brahmagiri Wildlife Sanctuary, Pushpagiri Wildlife Sanctuary, Cauvery Wildlife

Sanctuary

India Deploys Aarogya Maitri Healthcare Infrastructure in Jamaica under Humanitarian

Assistance and Disaster Relief Framework

India deployed the Aarogya Maitri portable healthcare infrastructure in Jamaica under

the Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief framework, strengthening India—Caribbean
relations.

The initiative focuses on rapid medical response, humanitarian support, and technology-driven

healthcare solutions.
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Aarogya Maitri is a portable and modular healthcare system designed for quick deployment
in disaster-affected areas.
It provides scalable medical facilities, enabling technology-enabled diagnosis and treatment
during emergencies.

Kailash Mansarovar Yatra 2026 to be Held from June to August

o The Government of India announced that the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra 2026 will be

conducted from June to August, marking progress in restoration of cross-border pilgrimage.
The yatra is organised by the Ministry of External Affairs in coordination with China.
It will be conducted through two routes: Lipulekh Pass in Uttarakhand and Nathu La Pass in
Sikkim.
The Lipulekh Pass route is traditional and physically demanding, involving trekking
through Himalayan terrain.
The Nathu La Pass route is comparatively easier, with most travel done by vehicles, suitable
for elderly pilgrims.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Visits Uttar Pradesh and Launches Development Projects Worth

6,350 Crore

« Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Uttar Pradesh covering Varanasi and Hardoi, focusing

on women empowerment and infrastructure development.
He attended a Mahila Sammelan in Varanasi with large participation of women and offered
prayers at the Kashi Vishwanath Temple.
Development projects worth around ¥6,350 crore were inaugurated and foundation stones laid
during the visit.
This includes over 48 completed projects worth more than ¥1,050 crore and 112 projects
worth over 5,300 crore.
The initiatives cover sectors such as healthcare, tourism, railways, infrastructure, and
connectivity.

About Uttar Pradesh:
Chief Minister: Yogi Adityanath
Governor: Anandiben Patel
Capital: Lucknow
National Parks: Dudhwa National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary, Kaimoor Wildlife Sanctuary, Nawabgan;
Bird Sanctuary (Shahid Chandra Shekhar Azad Bird Sanctuary), Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary,
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Sur Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, Chandraprabha Wildlife Sanctuary, Mahavir Swami Wildlife
Sanctuary, Ranipur Wildlife
National Rifle Association of India Marks 75th Anniversary with New Initiatives
e Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Mansukh Mandaviya attended the 75th
anniversary celebrations of the National Rifle Association of India (NRAI) held at Dr Karni
Singh Shooting Range Finals Hall, New Delhi.
A commemorative logo was unveiled to mark 75 years of Indian shooting,
symbolising excellence, discipline, and achievements in the sport.
The My National Rifle Association of India Athlete Application was launched as a digital
platform, making the federation India’s first fully digitised sports body.
The programme will provide a hands-on “10-shot experience”, promoting sports participation
and talent identification at the grassroots level.
About NRAI
o President: Raninder Singh
o Founded: 1951
e Headquarters: New Delhi
Government Notifies Citizenship Amendment Rules 2026 with Changes for Overseas Citizen of
India Cardholders
« The Government of India, through the Ministry of Home Affairs, notified the Citizenship
Amendment Rules 2026, modifying the Citizenship Rules 2009 to make processes more
streamlined, digital, and efficient.
A key clarification states that a minor child cannot hold both an Indian passport and a foreign
passport simultaneously, reinforcing citizenship norms.
All applications related to Overseas Citizen of India registration and renunciation will now
be submitted online, eliminating manual paperwork.
The rules introduce electronic Overseas Citizen of India registration, allowing issuance of
either a physical card or digital registration.
India Chairs Brazil Russia India China South Africa Middle East and North Africa Meeting 2026 in
New Delhi
« Dr Neena Malhotra, Secretary South, Ministry of External Affairs, chaired the Brazil Russia
India China South Africa (BRICS) Deputy Foreign Ministers and Special Envoys for the
Middle East and North Africa meeting in New Delhi under India’s chairship.
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The meeting witnessed participation from Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa,
focusing on regional stability, humanitarian crises, and the West Asia conflict.

Members expressed concern over the situation in Palestine and Gaza, including humanitarian
assistance and the role of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine

Refugees in the Near East.

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation Releases “Women and Men in India 2025”

Report

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation released the 27th edition of its
publication titled “Women and Men in India 2025: Selected Indicators and Data” at

the National Deliberative Summit on Data for Development held in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.
Aims to support evidence-based policymaking for inclusive and sustainable development
Sex ratio at birth improved from 904 (2017-19) to 917 (2021-23)

Infant mortality rate declined consistently for both male and female infants (2008—-2023)
Gender parity achieved across all levels of school education from Primary to Higher
Secondary

Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education increased to 30.2 for females and 28.9 for males
(2022-23)

Labour Force Participation Rate increased for both genders, with rural females rising from
37.5 per cent to 45.9 per cent (2022-2025)

Women in managerial positions increased by 102.54 per cent, compared to 73.80 per cent
increase for men (2017-2025)

Tamil Nadu Becomes Top Marine Fish Producing State in 2025

According to the Indian Council of Agricultural Research—Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute, Tamil Nadu has emerged as the top marine fish producing state in India
in 2025, overtaking Gujarat.

The shift is attributed to a significant decline in Gujarat’s fish landings due to adverse
weather conditions, extended fishing bans, and cyclonic disturbances. Despite this, India’s

total marine fish production increased by about 3 per cent year-on-year to 3.57 million
tonnes in 2025.

Gujarat recorded around 15 per cent decline in marine fish landings, losing its top position
Decline caused by reduced fishing days due to adverse weather, Operation Sindoor-related
ban, and extended fishing ban (60 to 75 days)
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Impact of cyclonic disturbances including Cyclone Shakti affected Gujarat and Daman and
Diu
Tamil Nadu emerged as the leading marine fish producing state in 2025
Kerala retained third position with 0.62 million tonnes, showing marginal growth

About Tamil Nadu:
Capital: Chennai
Chief Minister: K. Stalin
Governor: Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
National Parks: Mudumalai National Park, Mukurthi National Park, Gulf of Mannar Marine
National Park, Indira Gandhi (Anamalai) National Park, Guindy National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary, Vettangudi Bird Sanctuary, Kalakad Wildlife
Sanctuary, Sathyamangalam Wildlife Sanctuary, Vallanadu Wildlife Sanctuary, Megamalai
Wildlife Sanctuary, Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary

India Launches Multi-Lane Free Flow Barrier-less Tolling System on National Highway-48

« Shri Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, announced the launch

of India’s first Multi-Lane Free Flow barrier-less tolling system at the Chorayasi Toll Plaza on
the Surat-Bharuch section of National Highway-48 in Gujarat.
The system enables non-stop toll collection through advanced digital technologies, marking a
key advancement in smart highway infrastructure development.
Introduced as a state-of-the-art tolling mechanism eliminating the need for physical toll booths
Combines Automatic Number Plate Recognition with Artificial Intelligence
analytics and Radio Frequency Identification-based Electronic Toll Collection system

About Gujarat:
Chief Minister: Bhupendra Patel
Governor: Acharya Devvrat
Capital: Gandhinagar
National Parks: Gir National Park, Blackbuck National Park, Vansda National Park, Marine
National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Nal Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, Velavadar Blackbuck Sanctuary, Kutch
Desert Wildlife Sanctuary, Barda Wildlife Sanctuary, Purna Wildlife Sanctuary

India Placed on United States Trade Representative Priority Watch List 2026
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India has been included in the Priority Watch List of the United States Trade Representative
Special 301 Report 2026, indicating concerns over the country’s intellectual property rights
framework.
Classification system includes Priority Foreign Country, Priority Watch List, and Watch List
India’s placement points to gaps in legal enforcement and administrative efficiency
Concerns relate to limited protection environment for innovation-driven industries
Andaman and Nicobar Islands Sets Guinness World Record with Largest Underwater National
Flag
« The Andaman and Nicobar Islands achieved a Guinness World Record by unfurling
the world’s largest underwater national flag at Radhanagar Beach on Swaraj Dweep
(Havelock Island).
The Indian National Flag, measuring 60 x 40 metres, was deployed underwater through a
coordinated operation and received official recognition from Guinness World Records,
marking a significant achievement for the country.
e Record created for the largest underwater national flag, measuring 60 x 40 metres
o Event conducted at Radhanagar Beach, Swaraj Dweep (Havelock Island)
Sikkim Becomes India’s First Fully Paperless Judiciary
o Surya Kant, Chief Justice of India, announced that Sikkim has become the first state in India
to achieve a fully paperless judiciary.
The announcement was made at the National Conclave on Technology and Judicial
Education in Gangtok.
The development marks a significant step towards digital justice delivery, with court processes
being carried out entirely through electronic systems, eliminating the need for physical
paperwork and improving overall efficiency.
o Sikkim sets a national example by implementing a fully digital judicial system
About Sikkim:
Chief Minister: Prem Singh Tamang
Governor: Om Prakash Mathur
Capital: Gangtok
National Parks: Khangchendzonga National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Fambong Lho Wildlife Sanctuary, Kyongnosla Alpine Sanctuary, Maenam
Wildlife Sanctuary

Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare Launches National Framework for Childhood
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Diabetes Management

e The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has introduced a national framework for
managing childhood diabetes for the 0-18 years age group.

o The initiative emphasizes early identification, standardized treatment, and long-term
disease management to reduce complications and mortality.

It is supported by the release of the Guidance Document on Diabetes Mellitus in Children,
establishing a uniform national protocol.

o The framework strengthens the healthcare system by creating linkages from grassroots
screening to tertiary-level treatment, and highlights the government’s focus on Non-
Communicable Diseases in children.

Karnataka Launches Centre of Excellence for Space Technology in Bengaluru

« The Government of Karnataka has launched India’s first state-led Centre of Excellence for
Space Technology (CoE SpaceTech Foundation) in Bengaluru, Karnataka.

The initiative aims to bridge the gap between research and commercialisation in the space
sector and strengthen innovation, startup ecosystem, and industry collaboration.
Established by Karnataka Innovation and Technology Society (KITS) in collaboration
with SatCom Industry Association of India (SIA-India)
Signed Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with Manipal Academy of Higher Education
(MAHE), Helogen Corporation, Dassault Systémes, and Association of Biotechnology Led
Enterprises (ABLE)

About Karnataka:
Capital: Bengaluru
Chief Minister: Siddaramaiah
Governor: Thaawarchand Gehlot
National Parks: Bandipur National Park, Nagarhole National Park, Kudremukh National Park,
Anshi (Kali) National Park, Bannerghatta National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary, Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary, Ranganathittu Bird
Sanctuary, Brahmagiri Wildlife Sanctuary, Pushpagiri Wildlife Sanctuary, Cauvery Wildlife
Sanctuary

Cell Broadcast System Launched to Strengthen Emergency Communication in India

« Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia, Minister of Communications, launched the Cell Broadcast
System (CBS) in New Delhi to enhance India’s emergency communication and disaster

management framework.
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The system is an indigenous technology developed by the Centre for Development of
Telematics (C-DOT) under the Department of Telecommunications (DoT), in collaboration
with the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).

Cell Broadcast System (CBS) enables near real-time, geo-targeted emergency alerts to
mobile users

Overcomes limitations of Short Message Service (SMS)-based alert systems

Padma Doree Initiative Launched to Promote Cross-Regional Textile Integration

The Northeastern Handicrafts and Handlooms Development Corporation (NEHHDC) under
the Ministry of Development of Northeastern Region (MDoNER) launched ‘Padma Doree’, a
cross-regional textile initiative combining Eri (Ahimsa) silk of Northeast India with Chanderi
weaving of Madhya Pradesh.

The initiative was unveiled by Sanjay Jaju, Secretary, MDoNER, in line with the vision

of Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.

Padma Doree integrates Eri silk (Ahimsa silk) with Chanderi handloom craftsmanship
Promotes sustainable and ethical textile production with innovative design fusion

Led by NEHHDC with support from MDoNER to strengthen artisan collaboration

About Madhya Pradesh:

Chief Minister: Mohan Yadav

Governor: Mangubhai Chhaganbhai Patel

Capital: Bhopal

National Parks: Kanha National Park, Bandhavgarh National Park, Pench National Park, Panna
National Park.

Wildlife Sanctuaries: Bori Wildlife Sanctuary, Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, Ken Gharial
Sanctuary, Kuno Wildlife Sanctuary.

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare Launches Fire Safety Week 2026

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) launched Fire Safety Week

2026 from 4-10 May 2026, beginning with a nationwide pledge led by Punya Salila Srivastava,
Union Health Secretary.

The initiative aims to strengthen fire safety standards in healthcare facilities and introduces
the National Guidelines on Fire and Life Safety in Healthcare Facilities.

Theme: “Safe Schools, Safe Hospitals, and a Fire-Safety Aware Society: Together for Fire

Prevention”
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« Nationwide participation involving central ministries, state governments, Union Territories,

and healthcare institutions

Hazaribag to Become India’s First Pearl Farming Cluster
Hazaribag district in Jharkhand is set to become India’s first pearl farming cluster, led by
the Fisheries Department with government support.
The initiative focuses on promoting scientific aquaculture, employment generation, and
sustainable rural development, with a special emphasis on women participation.
Hazaribag identified as the first dedicated pearl farming cluster in India due to favourable
water resources
Initiative aims to develop a model hub for pearl cultivation with structured expansion plans
Promotion of modern pearl farming techniques and capacity building of farmers

Bureau of Indian Standards Issues Six New Standards for Assistive Technologies

o The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), under the Department of Consumer Affairs

(DCA), Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution (MoCAF&PD), has
published six new Indian Standards for priority medical assistive technologies under
the National List of Essential Assistive Products (NLEAP)
The initiative aims to enhance accessibility, safety, and quality of assistive devices in India.
IS 18558 Part 1: 2025 (Elbow Crutches): Specifies safety, ergonomics, and testing
methods, aligned with International Organization for Standardization (1SO) 11334-1
IS 5145: 2026 (Walking Sticks): Indigenous standard covering materials, dimensions, and
performance for single-point sticks
IS 18558 Part 4: 2025 (Multi-leg Walking Sticks): Defines requirements for enhanced stability
using three or more legs
IS 19631: 2026 (Portable Ramps): Indigenous standard for wheelchair access and mobility
support in buildings and transport systems
IS 19189: 2025 (Tactile Guide Maps): Guidelines for accessible navigation for visually
impaired persons
IS 19190: 2025 (Braille on Signage): Establishes uniform Braille standards on equipment and
public infrastructure
Supports implementation of National List of Essential Assistive Products (NLEAP) for
inclusive accessibility

About BIS
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e The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the National Standards Body of India, established under
the BIS Act 2016 (which came into force on October 12, 2017) to ensure the harmonious
development of standardization, marking, and quality certification of goods.It succeeded the
Indian Standards Institution (I1SI), which was established on January 6, 1947.

Union Government Notifies South Coast Railway Zone with Headquarters at Visakhapatnam

« The Union Government has notified the creation of the South Coast Railway Zone
(SCoR) with headquarters at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh under the Railways Act, 1989.
The new zone will become operational from 1 June 2026, aiming to improve railway
administration, regional connectivity, and operational efficiency through reorganisation of
existing zones.

South Coast Railway Zone (SCoR) created by reorganising East Coast Railway
(ECoR) and South-Central Railway (SCR)
Includes Guntakal, Guntur, and Vijayawada divisions (earlier under South Central Railway)
Waltair division of East Coast Railway bifurcated:
o Part becomes Visakhapatnam division under South Coast Railway
o Remaining merged into new Rayagada division under East Coast Railway
East Coast Railway (Headquarters: Bhubaneswar) to include Sambalpur, Khurda Road, and
Rayagada divisions
South Central Railway (Headquarters: Secunderabad) to retain Hyderabad, Nanded, and
reorganised Secunderabad divisions
About Andhra Pradesh:
Chief Minister: N. Chandrababu Naidu
Governor: S. Abdul Nazeer
Capital: Amaravati
National Parks: Sri Venkateswara National Park, Papikonda National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary, Pulicat Lake Bird Sanctuary, Kambalakonda
Wildlife Sanctuary, Rollapadu Wildlife Sanctuary, Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary
National Council of Educational Research and Training Launches PRASHAST 2.0 for Early
Identification of Disabilities

« The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has

launched PRASHAST 2.0 (Pre-Assessment Holistic Screening Tool), an upgraded digital

platform for early identification of disabilities in school children.
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« PRASHAST 2.0 (Pre-Assessment Holistic Screening Tool) is a digital screening
platform available in mobile and web formats
Designed to identify 21 types of disabilities as defined under the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016
Integrated with national platforms such as Unified District Information System for Education
Plus, Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry Identification, and Swavlamban
Card Portal
Union Cabinet Approves Increase in Supreme Court Judge Strength to 37
e The Union Cabinet, led by Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, has approved a
proposal to increase the judge strength of the Supreme Court of India from 33 to 37 judges
(excluding the Chief Justice of India).
The proposal will be introduced through the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment
Bill, 2026, to amend the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956, with the aim of
improving judicial efficiency and speedy disposal of cases.
Total sanctioned strength to increase from 34 to 38 judges (including Chief Justice of India)
Aims to address rising pendency of cases and increasing workload on judges
Based on Article 124 of the Constitution of India, which empowers Parliament to determine
the number of judges
Union Cabinet Approves Ship Repair Facility at Vadinar, Gujarat
e The Union Cabinet, led by Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, has approved the
establishment of a state-of-the-art ship repair facility at Vadinar, Gujarat, with an investment
of around %1,570 crore.
The project was cleared by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) and will be
implemented by Deendayal Port Authority in partnership with Cochin Shipyard Limited,
aiming to strengthen India’s maritime infrastructure and ship repair capabilities.
Project to be developed as a brownfield expansion with modern ship repair infrastructure
Strategic location at Vadinar due to deep draft availability and proximity to major ports like
Mundra and Kandla
About Gujarat:
e Chief Minister: Bhupendra Patel
e Governor: Acharya Devvrat

o Capital: Gandhinagar
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National Parks: Gir National Park, Blackbuck National Park, Vansda National Park, Marine
National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Nal Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, Velavadar Blackbuck Sanctuary, Kutch
Desert Wildlife Sanctuary, Barda Wildlife Sanctuary, Purna Wildlife Sanctuary
Union Cabinet Approves Two Semiconductor Projects under India Semiconductor Mission
e The Union Cabinet, led by Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, has approved two
semiconductor projects under the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) with a combined
investment of over ¥3,936 crore.
e The projects will be set up in Gujarat and are expected to generate over 2,200 skilled jobs,
strengthening India’s position in the global semiconductor ecosystem.
o Approval for two semiconductor units:
o Compound semiconductor fabrication facility with Mini/Micro Light Emitting Diode
production
o Outsourced Semiconductor Assembly and Test (OSAT) facility
Crystal Matrix Limited to establish facility in Dholera, focusing on Gallium Nitride technology-
based fabrication
India to Host First International Big Cat Alliance Summit in New Delhi
« India will host the first International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) Summit on 1-2 June
2026 in New Delhi.
The announcement was made by Bhupender Yadav, Union Minister for Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, who also launched the official logo and website of the summit.
The event aims to strengthen global cooperation for big cat conservation and ecosystem
protection.
« International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) is an intergovernmental initiative headquartered in India
About IBCA
« International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) launched in 2023 under the leadership of Shri Narendra
Modi, Prime Minister of India
India highlighted its conservation initiatives such as Project Tiger, Asiatic Lion conservation,
Snow Leopard conservation, and Cheetah reintroduction programme
Union Cabinet Proposes Legal Protection for Vande Mataram on 150th Anniversary
e The Union Cabinet, led by Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, has proposed
granting Vande Mataram legal protection equivalent to the National Anthem, Jana Gana Mana,

through amendments to the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act.
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The proposal comes as Vande Mataram completes 150 years since it was written by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay in 1875.
Vande Mataram written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay in 1875
Originally composed in Sanskritised Bengali and published in the novel Anandamath
India and European Union Launch ¥169 Crore Initiative for Electric Vehicle Battery Recycling
« India and the European Union (EU) have launched a 169 crore joint initiative to
strengthen Electric Vehicle (EV) battery recycling capacity.
The project aims to support the growing EV ecosystem by improving recovery of critical raw
materials, reducing environmental risks, and promoting sustainable clean energy goals.
Initiative launched under the India-European Union Trade and Technology Council
(TTC) under Working Group 2 on Green and Clean Technologies
Focus on strengthening Electric Vehicle battery recycling infrastructure and technology
Aims to recover critical minerals such as lithium, cobalt, and nickel from used lithium-ion
batteries
About EU
o Founded: 1 November 1993, Maastricht, Netherlands
e Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare Launches JANANI Digital Platform
o The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) has launched the JANANI (Journey of
Antenatal, Natal and Neonatal Integrated Care) platform to strengthen maternal and child
healthcare services in India.
The platform aims to digitally monitor and manage healthcare services for women and children
across different stages of reproductive and child healthcare.
JANANI developed as an integrated digital healthcare monitoring platform
Focuses on healthcare services from pregnancy to neonatal and young child care
Covers antenatal, delivery, postnatal, newborn, and family planning services
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Central Road Research Institute and Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Limited Recognised for Plastic Waste-Based Road Technology
« The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Central Road Research Institute (CSIR-
CRRI) and Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) have been recognised by the India
Book of Records and Asia Book of Records for developing India’s first road section

using technical textile geocells made from end-of-life plastic waste.
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The recognition ceremony was held at CSIR-CRRI, New Delhi in the presence of scientists and
industry experts.

Developed India’s first road section using geocells manufactured from recycled end-of-life
plastic waste

Geocells are three-dimensional cellular structures used in civil engineering for improving soil

stability and road durability

Reliance Industries Limited to Build India’s Largest Artificial Intelligence-Focused Data Centre
Cluster in Andhra Pradesh

Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) is set to establish India’s largest Artificial Intelligence (Al)-
focused data centre cluster in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, with an investment of
around ¥1.6 lakh crore (over USD 17 billion).

The project aims to strengthen India’s digital infrastructure and position Visakhapatnam as a
major Artificial Intelligence and technology hub.

Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) to develop a 1.5 Gigawatt (GW) Artificial Intelligence-
focused data centre cluster in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

Total investment estimated at around ¥1.6 lakh crore.

Project will be developed across 935 acres near Bhogapuram.

Bengaluru Records Highest Suicide Rate Among Major Indian Cities: National Crime Records

Bureau Data

According to data published by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), Bengaluru has
recorded the highest suicide rate among major Indian cities in recent years.

The suicide rate in Bengaluru remained close to 20 suicides per lakh population during 2022,
2023, and 2024, placing it at the top among mega cities.

The NCRB report titled Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India (ADSI) provides annual data
on suicide cases, accidental deaths, causes of suicides, and demographic patterns across

States, Union Territories, and selected cities.

India Inaugurates Pavilion at 61st International Art Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia 2026 in

Venice, Italy

India officially opened its Pavilion at the 61st International Art Exhibition — La Biennale di
Venezia 2026 in Venice, Italy.
The Pavilion was inaugurated in the presence of Union Minister for Culture and Tourism Shri

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat along with senior international cultural dignitaries.
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e The India Pavilion presents the exhibition titled “Geographies of Distance: remembering
home”, focusing on themes of memory, migration, belonging, and cultural identity through
contemporary Indian art.

The exhibition is curated by Dr Amin Jaffer and presented by the Ministry of Culture in
collaboration with the Nita Mukesh Ambani Cultural Centre and Serendipity Arts.
The inauguration was attended by key dignitaries including President of La Biennale di
Venezia Mr Pietrangelo Buttafuoco, Secretary, Ministry of Culture Shri Vivek
Aggarwal, Ambassador of India to Italy H.E. Vani Rao, Smt Nita M Ambani, Smt Isha
Ambani, and Shri Sunil Kant Munjal.
Union Minister Mansukh Mandaviya Launches Nationwide Free Annual Health Check-Up
Initiative for Workers Under New Labour Codes

e Union Minister for Labour and Employment Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya launched a nationwide free
annual health check-up initiative for workers aged 40 years and above under the new Labour
Codes.

The initiative was launched at the Employees’ State Insurance Corporation Medical College

and Hospital, Basaidarapur, New Delhi.

The programme is being implemented through the Employees’ State Insurance Corporation

(ESIC) network across India to strengthen occupational healthcare and social security coverage.
India to Host BRICS Agriculture Ministers’ Meeting 2026 in Indore Focused on Food Security and
Smart Farming

e India will host the BRICS Agriculture Ministers’ Meeting 2026 in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh under its BRICS Presidency.

The two-day meeting is scheduled to be held in June 2026 and will bring together agriculture
ministers from BRICS member countries.
The BRICS grouping includes Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, which together
represent a significant share of global population, agricultural output, and emerging economies.
The meeting will focus on major global agricultural issues, including food security, sustainable
farming, climate-resilient agriculture, and agricultural trade cooperation.
Key discussion areas will include artificial intelligence in agriculture, machine learning
applications, precision farming, and digital agriculture systems to improve productivity and
resource efficiency.

All India Ophthalmological Society — Armed Forces Ophthalmic Update 2026 Conference to be

Held at Manekshaw Centre, Delhi Cantonment
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o The All-India Ophthalmological Society — Armed Forces Ophthalmic Update 2026
Conference (AIOS—-AFOU 2026) will be held at the Manekshaw Centre, Delhi Cantonment.
The event is jointly organised by the Army Hospital (Research and Referral) and the All-
India Ophthalmological Society.
e The conference will witness participation of the Chief of Defence Staff, three Service
Chiefs, Defence Secretary, and senior defence and medical officials, highlighting its tri-service
and national importance.
Aizawl Hosts First Regional Cooperative Reform Conference Under “Sahkar se Samriddhi”
Vision
« Aizawl, Mizoram hosted its first Regional Cooperative Reform Conference under the vision
of “Sahkar se Samriddhi” to strengthen cooperative institutions in North-East India.
The conference was organised by the Ministry of Cooperation as part of nationwide
cooperative reform initiatives.
It marked the first such conference in Mizoram, highlighting focus on expanding cooperative-
led development in the North-East region.
Representatives from all North-Eastern states, cooperative institutions, financial organisations,
and national agencies participated in the event.
Key sectors discussed included dairy cooperatives, fisheries cooperatives, cooperative
banking, grain storage infrastructure, Primary Agricultural Credit Societies expansion, and
organic farming.
About Mizoram:
o Capital: Aizawl
* Chief Minister: Lalduhoma
* Governor: Vijay Kumar Singh
* National Parks: Murlen National Park
+ Wildlife Sanctuaries: Dampa Wildlife Sanctuary, Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary, Tawi Wildlife
Sanctuary, Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary, Thorangtlang Wildlife Sanctuary
India Advances BRICS Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Cooperation Under 2026 Chairship
with Focus on Finance and Financial Technology
e India is advancing Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) cooperation under
its Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa (BRICS) Chairship 2026 with focus on financial

inclusion, financial technology ecosystems, and inclusive growth.
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e The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises organised the first Small and Medium
Enterprises Working Group Meeting on April 24, 2026, focusing on access to finance for
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises.

India will organise three Small and Medium Enterprises Working Group Meetings and host
the inaugural Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Forum during its Chairship.
The meeting was conducted under the Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa Partnership
on the New Industrial Revolution, which promotes cooperation in industry, technology,
innovation, and Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises development.

India Introduces QR-Code Verification for Census Enumerators for Census 2027

e India has introduced QR-code-enabled identity cards for Census enumerators for the
upcoming Census 2027 to improve identity verification and data collection.

The initiative allows citizens to verify enumerators by scanning QR codes using mobile
devices, enhancing transparency and security during field visits.
The first phase of Census 2027 began on April 1, 2026 and will continue till September 30,
2026.
Around 30 lakh enumerators are involved in the nationwide Census exercise.
The introduction of QR-code verification is significant as it enhances public trust, prevents
impersonation, strengthens digital governance, and ensures transparent Census
operations.
Odisha Tops Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana—Urban 2.0 House Completions with Over 2,000
Houses Completed

o Odisha has emerged as the top-performing state in house completions under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana-Urban 2.0 (PMAY-U 2.0).

The state maintained the first position from March 2025 to March 2026 in terms of housing
completion performance.
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana—-Urban 2.0 was launched in September 2024 to
provide affordable pucca houses to urban poor, economically weaker sections, and
middle-income groups.
Odisha has made significant progress under the scheme:

o 24,625 houses sanctioned

o 23,464 sites geo-tagged

o 3,134 houses with foundation work started
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o 2,008 houses completed as of May 5, 2026
About Odisha:
Chief Minister: Mohan Charan Majhi
Governor: Hari Babu Kambhampati
Capital: Bhubaneswar
National Parks: Simlipal National Park, Bhitarkanika National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Chandaka Wildlife Sanctuary, Nandankanan Zoological Park, Kuldiha
Wildlife Sanctuary, Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Kotagarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Lakhari Valley
Wildlife Sanctuary, Baisipalli Wildlife Sanctuary
Maharashtra Approves Compressed Biogas Policy 2026 with ¥500 Crore Support to Promote
Waste-to-Energy Projects
The Government of Maharashtra has approved the Compressed Biogas Policy 2026 to
promote renewable energy generation through waste-to-energy projects.
The policy was approved by the Maharashtra Cabinet and officially released.
The state has allocated ¥500 crore for implementation in the financial year 2026-27.
The policy aims to establish Compressed Biogas projects in every district of the state
using municipal solid waste and agricultural residue.
It supports India’s clean energy transition and Net-Zero emissions target by 2070.
About Maharashtra:
Chief Minister: Devendra Fadnavis
Governor: Jishnu Dev Varma.
Capital: Mumbai
National Parks: Tadoba National Park, Sanjay Gandhi National Park, Chandoli National Park,
Gugamal National Park, Navegaon National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Bhimashankar Wildlife Sanctuary, Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary, Karnala Bird
Sanctuary, Melghat Wildlife Sanctuary, Radhanagari Wildlife Sanctuary
Supreme Court Proposes Permanent Women-Only Vice-President Post in Supreme Court Bar
Association from 2027-28
e The Supreme Court of India has proposed the creation of a permanent women-only Vice-
President post in the Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) starting from the 2027-28
election cycle.
The proposal was made during hearings related to reforms in Bar bodies and women’s

representation in the legal profession.
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« The move aims to increase participation of women advocates in leadership roles within the
Supreme Court Bar Association.
Jharkhand Achieves Zero Primary Dropout Rate in 2024-25 as per Unified District Information
System for Education Plus Data
« Jharkhand has achieved a zero primary dropout rate (0%) in 2024-25, marking a major
milestone in school education.
The primary dropout rate declined from 6.41 per cent in 2014-15 to 0 per cent in 2024-25, as
per data from the Unified District Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) and
a NITI Aayog report released on May 8, 2026.
The state also recorded significant improvement in other levels:
o Upper primary dropout rate reduced from 7.42 per cent to 1.7 per cent
o Secondary dropout rate declined from 23.2 per cent to 3.5 per cent
« Jharkhand ranked fourth in India in terms of reduction in secondary dropout rates.
About Jharkhand:
o Capital: Ranchi
* Chief Minister: Hemant Soren
» Governor: Santosh Gangwar
* National Parks: Betla National Park
 Wildlife Sanctuaries: Palamau Wildlife Sanctuary, Hazaribagh Wildlife Sanctuary, Dalma
Wildlife Sanctuary, Koderma Wildlife Sanctuary, Mahuadanr Wolf Sanctuary, Topchanchi Wildlife
Sanctuary
India’s Steel Sector Emerges as Key Growth Driver with Focus on Self-Reliance and Green
Transition
o India’s steel sector is recognised as a “sunrise sector” and has been the second-largest steel
producer in the world since 2018.
India is also the second-largest consumer of finished steel, with consumption rising from 77
million tonnes in 2014-15 to 163.7 million tonnes in 2025-26.
India’s share in global crude steel production increased from 5.2 percent in 2014 to 7.9 percent
in 2024.
Steel consumption growth is driven by infrastructure development, urbanisation,
manufacturing expansion, and rising domestic demand.
Crude steel production increased to 168.4 million tonnes in 2025-26, reflecting strong

sectoral growth.
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India Aircraft Leasing and Financing Summit 2.0 Held at Gujarat International Finance Tec-City to
Boost Aviation Financing Ecosystem
« The India Aircraft Leasing and Financing Summit 2.0 was organised at Gujarat International
Finance Tec-City, Gandhinagar, Gujarat.
The summit was jointly organised by the Ministry of Civil Aviation, Government of India,
International Financial Services Centres Authority, and Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry.
The event was presided over by Union Minister of Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu, with Chief Minister of Gujarat Bhupendra Patel as Chief Guest.
The summit focused on strengthening Gujarat International Finance Tec-City International
Financial Services Centre as a global hub for aircraft leasing and aviation finance.
Supreme Court Ruling Highlights Misuse Concerns in Section 498A of Indian Penal Code
e Arecent Supreme Court of India judgment in a dowry harassment case has brought renewed
focus on Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code.
Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code was introduced in 1983 to protect married women
from cruelty, harassment, and dowry-related abuse.
Under this provision, cruelty by husband or his relatives is a criminal offence,
enabling registration of a First Information Report and initiation of legal proceedings.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Visits Karnataka and Telangana; Inaugurates Projects Worth
9,400 Crore
« Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Karnataka and Telangana to participate in events
and inaugurate development projects worth around ¥9,400 crore
The visit included the inauguration of Pradhan Mantri Mega Integrated Textile Region and
Apparel Park in Warangal, Telangana
In Bengaluru, the Prime Minister attended the 45th anniversary celebrations of The Art of
Living Foundation and the 70th birthday of Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
e He inaugurated the Dhyan Mandir at the Art of Living International Centre in Bengaluru
India Launches ‘Sehat Mission’ to Integrate Agriculture, Nutrition and Healthcare
« The Government of India launched the ‘Sehat Mission’ in the National Capital under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Sehat Mission (Science Excellence for Health through Agricultural Transformation) aims
to integrate agriculture, nutrition, and healthcare through a unified approach

The mission is a joint initiative of:
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o Indian Council of Agricultural Research
o Indian Council of Medical Research
o The objective is to link agricultural production with health outcomes and promote preventive
healthcare
Government to Launch ‘Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act,
2025’ from July 1, 2026
The Government of India has announced the rollout of the ‘Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025’ (VB-G RAM G Act)
The Act will come into force from July 1, 2026
The initiative aims to enhance rural employment, strengthen livelihood security,
and develop rural infrastructure
The Ministry of Rural Development has notified that the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 will be repealed from July 1, 2026
Under the new Act, every eligible rural household will get 125 days of guaranteed wage
employment per financial year
India Plans ‘Made in India Brand Scheme’ to Boost Domestic Manufacturing
The Government of India is planning to launch the ‘Made in India Brand
Scheme’ to strengthen domestic manufacturing and reduce import dependence
The scheme aims to create a trusted global identity for products manufactured in India
The government plans to identify nearly 100 products that are not produced in India or
manufactured in limited quantities
The announcement was made by Amardeep Singh Bhatia, Secretary of the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, at the CII Annual Business Summit 2026
Supreme Court Launches ‘One Case One Data’ Initiative and ‘Su-Sahayak’ Al Chatbot to
Modernize Judicial System
The Supreme Court of India has launched the ‘One Case One Data’ initiative along with
an Artificial Intelligence (Al)-powered chatbot ‘Su- Sahayak’
The initiative aims to digitally integrate case data across all levels of the judiciary
‘One Case One Data’ is a digital case management framework designed to create a unified
judicial data system
It will connect courts across different levels, including:
o Supreme Court
o High Courts
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o District Courts
o Taluka Courts

o Government Departments

West Bengal Announces Annapurna Bhandaar Scheme to Provide ¥3,000 Monthly Aid to Women

The Government of West Bengal, led by Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, has approved the
launch of the Annapurna Bhandaar Scheme in its first Cabinet meeting

The scheme provides ¥3,000 per month financial assistance to eligible women

It will be implemented from June 1, 2026

Funds will be transferred through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)

Focus on financial empowerment of women

The scheme will replace the Lakshmir Bhandar Scheme

Earlier benefits: 1,500 (General Category) and ¥1,700 (Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes
— SC/ST)

Jute Crop Information System Strengthens India’s Jute Sector with Satellite-Based Monitoring

The Jute Crop Information System (JCIS) has been implemented to enable technology-
driven monitoring of jute cultivation in India
The initiative is led by the National Jute Board in collaboration with the Indian Space
Research Organisation and the Jute Corporation of India
JCIS integrates satellite data, weather analytics, and field-level inputs into a single unified
platform for crop monitoring
Two key tools developed under the system are:

o BHUVAN JUMP - a mobile application for field-level data collection

o PATSAN (Prospective Assessment of Jute Using Mobile App-Based Field

Observations) — a web-based platform for real-time analytics

Periodic Labour Force Survey Revised to Provide Monthly and Quarterly Labour Market Data

The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) conducted by the National Statistical Office under
the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has been revamped from January
2025
The revised methodology aims to provide high-frequency labour market indicators for
both rural and urban areas under the Current Weekly Status (CWS) framework
Key objectives of the revised PLFS include:

o Monthly estimates of Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR), Worker Population

Ratio (WPR), and Unemployment Rate (UR)
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o Quarterly estimates for both rural and urban areas
o Annual estimates under Usual Status (Principal Status + Subsidiary
Status) and Current Weekly Status (CWS)
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant Announces Judicial Infrastructure Advisory Committee for
Court Reforms
o The Chief Justice of India Surya Kant has announced the formation of a Judicial
Infrastructure Advisory Committee to improve court infrastructure across India
The committee aims to address issues such as poor facilities, outdated buildings, digital
gaps, and delays in case handling
The committee will be headed by Justice Aravind Kumar
The objective is to identify infrastructure gaps and develop a national roadmap for judicial
infrastructure development
India Raises Import Duty on Gold and Silver to 15% to Protect Rupee and Forex Reserves
The Government of India has increased import duty on gold and silver to 15%
The move aims to protect foreign exchange reserves and support the Indian rupee amid
global uncertainties
The customs duty on gold and silver has been increased from 6% to 15%
For platinum, the duty has been raised from 6.4% to 15.4%
The revised duty structure includes:
o 10% Basic Customs Duty (BCD)
o 5% Agriculture Infrastructure and Development Cess (AIDC)
Cabinet Approves Ahmedabad—-Dholera Semi High-Speed Rail Project Worth ¥20,667 Crore
¢ The Union Cabinet has approved the Ahmedabad (Sarkhej)-Dholera Semi High-Speed
Double Line rail project at an estimated cost of ¥20,667 crore.
The project aims to enhance connectivity between Ahmedabad and Dholera and support
major upcoming infrastructure developments.
The approval was granted by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, under the Ministry of Railways.
It will be Indian Railways’ first semi high-speed rail corridor developed using indigenous
technology, marking a key step in railway modernisation.
About Gujarat:
e Chief Minister: Bhupendra Patel

® Governor: Acharya Devvrat
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Capital: Gandhinagar

National Parks: Gir National Park, Blackbuck National Park, Vansda National Park, Marine
National Park

Wildlife Sanctuaries: Nal Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, Velavadar Blackbuck Sanctuary, Kutch

Desert Wildlife Sanctuary, Barda Wildlife Sanctuary, Purna Wildlife Sanctuary

Union Cabinet Approves 37,500 Crore Coal Gasification Scheme

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved a ¥37,500 crore
scheme to promote surface coal and lignite gasification projects.

The initiative aims to reduce dependence on imported fuels and industrial chemicals and
strengthen India’s energy security.

The scheme has a total financial outlay of ¥37,500 crore and targets the gasification of 75
million tonnes of coal and lignite.

It supports India’s broader goal of achieving 100 million tonnes of coal gasification by 2030.

Prime Minister Internship Scheme 2026 Launched to Boost Youth Employability

The Central Government has launched the Prime Minister Internship Scheme 2026 to
provide practical workplace experience and improve employability among youth.

The scheme aims to offer internship opportunities to one crore youth over the next five years,
making it a large-scale skill development initiative.

It is designed to bridge the gap between classroom education and industry requirements by
enabling hands-on experience in leading companies across sectors.

The pilot phase was launched in Financial Year 2024-2025 with a target of 1.25 lakh internship

opportunities.

India Imposes Ban on Sugar Exports Until September 2026

The Government of India has imposed an immediate ban on sugar exports until 30
September 2026 to safeguard domestic supply and control inflation risks.
As the world’s second-largest sugar producer, this move is expected to impact both
domestic availability and global sugar prices.
The Directorate General of Foreign Trade under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry has
changed the sugar export policy from “restricted” to “prohibited”, marking a significant
policy shift.
The ban applies to:

o Raw sugar

o White sugar
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o Refined sugar

India Sets Ambitious 1 Trillion Dollar Export Target, Releases LEADS (Logistics Excellence
Advancement and Performance Shield)2025 Report

The Government of India has set an ambitious export target of 1 trillion United States
dollars for the current financial year, following a record export of 863 billion United States
dollars in Financial Year 2025-2026.

The roadmap was announced by Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal
while releasing the Logistics Ease Across Different States Report 2025 and honouring
logistics leaders at the Logistics Excellence Advancement and Performance Shield Awards
2025 in New Delhi.

Assam Cabinet Approves Draft Uniform Civil Code Bill

The State Government of Assam has approved the draft Uniform Civil Code Bill, marking a
major legal and political development in the state.

The decision was taken by the Assam Cabinet led by Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma.
The Bill is expected to be introduced in the Assam Legislative Assembly on May 26.

The Chief Minister clarified that tribal communities will be fully exempted from the

provisions of the Uniform Civil Code.

About Assam:

Chief Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma

Governor: Lakshman Prasad Acharya

Capital: Dispur

National Parks: Kaziranga National Park, Manas National Park, Dibru-Saikhowa National
Park

Wildlife Sanctuaries: Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary, Orang National Park, Bura-Chapori Wildlife
Sanctuary, Nameri Wildlife Sanctuary

Uber Partners with Adani Group for First Data Centre in India

Uber has partnered with the Adani Group to establish its first data centre in India, marking a
significant expansion of its digital and engineering infrastructure in one of its most
important global markets.

The announcement was made by Chief Executive Officer Dara Khosrowshahi after a meeting
with Gautam Adani in Ahmedabad.

The proposed facility will be Uber’s first data centre in India and is expected to strengthen the

company'’s digital backbone for technology development and deployment.
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India’s Ethanol Programme Sees Major Shift as Maize Emerges as Top Feedstock

India’s ethanol programme is witnessing a major shift as maize becomes the largest ethanol
feedstock, surpassing sugarcane-based sources.

During the first half of Ethanol Supply Year 2025-2026, total ethanol supplies crossed 515 crore
litres, indicating strong progress in clean fuel transition.

According to estimates by the All-India Distillers Association, maize has become the single
largest contributor to ethanol production.

Maize contributed around 182 crore litres, the highest among all feedstocks.

India Hosts 10th Indian Ocean Dialogue in New Delhi

India hosted the 10th edition of the Indian Ocean Dialogue in New Delhi under the theme
“Indian Ocean Region in a Transforming World.”

The Dialogue was organised by the Ministry of External Affairs in collaboration with the Indian
Council of World Affairs and the Indian Ocean Rim Association Secretariat.

India has previously hosted multiple editions, including the inaugural edition in Kerala in 2014,
the sixth edition in New Delhi in 2019, and the eighth edition held virtually in 2021.

India Plans 2,000 Kilometre Oman—Gujarat Subsea Gas Pipeline

India is planning to construct a ¥40,000 crore subsea gas pipeline connecting Oman and
Gujarat to strengthen long-term energy security.

The Ministry of Petroleum is directing GAIL, Engineers India, and Indian Oil Corporation to
prepare a detailed feasibility report for the 40,000 crore Middle East-India Deep-water
Pipeline (MEIDP).

This follows a pre-feasibility study by South Asia Gas Enterprise, which has already laid 3,000
metres of test pipeline to assess seabed conditions.

The project, if approved, could take five to seven years to complete and would deliver 31

mmscmd of natural gas directly to Gujarat.

Election Commission of India Begins Phase lll of Special Intensive Revision

The Election Commission of India has launched Phase lll of the Special Intensive Revision
across 16 States and 3 Union Territories to update electoral rolls.
The exercise covers 36.73 crore voters and aims to ensure accurate, transparent, and
updated electoral data before upcoming elections.
The Special Intensive Revision is a detailed process conducted to:

o0 Update electoral rolls

o Add new eligible voters
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o Remove duplicate or ineligible entries
o Correct voter details
India Assumes Chair of Common Criteria Development Board for 2026—2028
® |ndia has assumed the Chair of the Common Criteria Development Board for 2026-2028,
marking a major achievement in the country’s global cybersecurity leadership.
The decision was confirmed during the meeting of the Common Criteria Recognition
Arrangement held in Tokyo, Japan, in April 2026.
The Common Criteria Development Board is a major technical body responsible for
developing and maintaining international cybersecurity evaluation standards.
It functions under the Common Criteria Recognition Arrangement, a global framework that
enables countries to mutually recognise Information Technology security certifications.
Lieutenant Governor Inaugurates High-Altitude Irrigation Canal in Changthang Region of Ladakh
e Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh Vinai Kumar Saxena inaugurated the Mahey Tokpo—Raldho
irrigation canal in the remote Changthang region of Ladakh.
The canal has been constructed at an elevation of more than 14,000 feet, making it a significant
engineering achievement in the Himalayan region.
The newly completed canal is 2.10 kilometres long and has been designed to bring water from
Yaya Lake to agricultural fields in the Mahey area.
Centre Launches ¥189.79 Crore Mizoram Ginger Mission to Boost Exports
® The Central Government has launched the ¥189.79 crore Mizoram Ginger Mission to
transform Mizo ginger into a globally recognised agricultural brand.
The initiative aims to improve processing, branding, exports, farmer incomes, and
international market access for ginger farmers in Mizoram.
The mission is supported by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region.
It was launched by Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia and Mizoram Chief Minister
Lalduhoma.
The Mizoram Ginger Mission is a value-chain development initiative designed to strengthen
every stage of ginger production, from cultivation to international exports.
About Mizoram:
e . Capital: Aizawl
* Chief Minister: Lalduhoma
» Governor: Vijay Kumar Singh

* National Parks: Murlen National Park
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 Wildlife Sanctuaries: Dampa Wildlife Sanctuary, Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary, Tawi Wildlife
Sanctuary, Lengteng Wildlife Sanctuary, Thorangtlang Wildlife Sanctuary
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology Pune Launches Climate Innovation Startup Hub
e The Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, has launched a dedicated climate-tech
startup incubation centre focused on weather and climate innovation.
® The launch took place alongside the Weather and Climate Innovation Meet for Startups and
Entrepreneurs 2026.
® The incubation centre will support startups working in:
Weather technology
Climate analytics
Forecasting applications
Artificial Intelligence-driven climate solutions
Disaster management tools
Climate resilience technologies
® The centre is being developed under the National Enterprise for Atmospheric Technology
initiative of the Ministry of Earth Sciences Mission Mausam programme.
Rajasthan Launches First Semiconductor Cluster in Bhiwadi
Rajasthan launched its first Semiconductor and Electronics Manufacturing Cluster in
Bhiwadi, marking a major industrial milestone for the state.
The cluster was inaugurated by Bhajan Lal Sharma.
The project marks Rajasthan’s entry into India’s rapidly growing Semiconductor and
Electronics Manufacturing Sector.
According to Ashwini Vaishnaw, the Bhiwadi cluster has attracted investments worth around
1,200 Crore.
® The project is expected to generate nearly 2,500 Jobs.
About Rajasthan:
Capital: Jaipur
Governor: Haribhau Bagade
Chief Minister: Bajan Lal Sharma
National Parks: Ranthambhore National Park, Sariska Tiger Reserve, Keoladeo National Park
(Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary), Desert National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Darrah Wildlife Sanctuary, Ranthambore
Wildlife Sanctuary, Bassi Wildlife Sanctuary
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National Highways Authority of India Launches Project Saksham for Women Empowerment
National Highways Authority of India launched Project Saksham to promote Inclusive
Development through skill development and employment opportunities.

The initiative is being implemented in collaboration with Vertis Foundation.
Project Saksham aims to empower Rural Women by providing industry-relevant skills and
improving access to formal employment opportunities.
Main objectives of the initiative:
0 Industry-Relevant Skill Development
o Promotion of Financial Independence
o Access to Formal Employment Opportunities
o Economic Empowerment of Rural Women

India Concludes Kimberley Process Intersessional 2026 in Mumbai
India concluded the Kimberley Process Intersessional Meeting 2026 in Mumbai under its
chairship.

The meeting was led by Piyush Goyal.
The event focused on:
Transparency in Diamond Trade
Governance Reforms
Responsible Sourcing
Consumer Trust in Natural Diamonds
Kimberley Process (KP) is an international initiative launched in 2000.
Objective of KP:
o Prevent Conflict Diamonds from entering global markets
o Promote Ethical Diamond Trade
o Ensure Transparency in Diamond Supply Chain
President Approves Increase in Supreme Court Judge Strength from 34 to 38
¢ Honorable President Droupadi Murmu approved the increase in the judge strength of the
Supreme Court of India from 34 to 38 Judges through an ordinance.
The decision aims to improve judicial efficiency, strengthen the functioning of the Supreme Court,
and reduce the growing backlog of pending cases.
After the amendment, the total strength of the Supreme Court will now be:
o 1 Chief Justice of India

o 37 Other Judges
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o Total: 38 Judges
Respectable Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal confirmed the development.
The increase has been implemented through The Supreme Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Ordinance, 2026.
The ordinance amends the existing Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956.
Andhra Pradesh Announces Cash Incentives for Third and Fourth Child Under New Population
Policy
o Respectable Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu announced a new population policy in
Andhra Pradesh to address declining population growth and falling fertility rates in the
state.
Under the proposed policy:
o Families will receive ¥30,000 for the birth of a Third Child
o Families will receive 40,000 for the birth of a Fourth Child
The Andhra Pradesh Government is expected to announce detailed implementation guidelines
for the scheme within the next month.
Earlier, the state government had also proposed an incentive of around 25,000 for the birth of a
Second Child.
About Andhra Pradesh:
Chief Minister: N. Chandrababu Naidu
Governor: S. Abdul Nazeer
Capital: Amaravati
National Parks: Sri Venkateswara National Park, Papikonda National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary, Pulicat Lake Bird Sanctuary, Kambalakonda
Wildlife Sanctuary, Rollapadu Wildlife Sanctuary, Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary
Nimapara Patha Utsav 2026 Inaugurated in Puri by Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida
o Respectable Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida inaugurated Nimapara Patha Utsav 2026
in Puri under the Utkarsha Nimapara 2.0 Initiative.
® The festival was organised to combine Traditional Odia Culture, Youth Participation, Public
Awareness Campaigns, Sports Activities, and Regional Development into a community-
focused programme.
® The event withessed enthusiastic participation from local residents, students, artists, youth
groups, and community organisations.
About Odisha:
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Chief Minister: Mohan Charan Majhi
Governor: Hari Babu Kambhampati
Capital: Bhubaneswar
National Parks: Simlipal National Park, Bhitarkanika National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Chandaka Wildlife Sanctuary, Nandankanan Zoological Park, Kuldiha
Wildlife Sanctuary, Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Kotagarh Wildlife Sanctuary, Lakhari Valley
Wildlife Sanctuary, Baisipalli Wildlife Sanctuary
Sikkim to Implement Anand Marriage Act, 1909 from 1 June 2026
e Sikkim will implement the Anand Marriage Act, 1909 from 1 June 2026, allowing Sikh couples
to directly register marriages conducted through the traditional Anand Karaj Ceremony.
The implementation provides separate legal recognition to Sikh marriages under their own legal
framework within the state.
Earlier, due to the absence of state-level registration rules, many Sikh couples in Sikkim had to
register marriages under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 despite following Sikh religious customs.
The Union Law Ministry officially notified that the Anand Marriage Act will become operational in
Sikkim from June 2026.
About Sikkim:
® Chief Minister: Prem Singh Tamang
Governor: Om Prakash Mathur
Capital: Gangtok
National Parks: Khangchendzonga National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Fambong Lho Wildlife Sanctuary, Kyongnosla Alpine Sanctuary, Maenam
Wildlife Sanctuary
Ministry of Education Launches Pilot Programme for Out-of-School Adolescents
¢ The Union Ministry of Education unveiled a new pilot programme as a targeted intervention to
reintegrate over 2 crore out-of-school adolescents aged 14-18 years back into the education
system through flexible learning pathways.
The initiative was chaired by Sanjay Kumar, Secretary of the Department of School Education
and Literacy (DoSEL).
The programme shifts the National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) from a passive
voluntary framework to a proactive and state-supported outreach mechanism.
About Minister of Education

® Union Minister of Education — Dharmendra Pradhan
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e Ministers of State in the Ministry of Education — Jayant Chaudhary and Sukanta Majumdar
Central Bureau of Investigation Launches “Abhay” Artificial Intelligence-Based Helpbot
e The Central Bureau of Investigation launched “Abhay”, an Artificial Intelligence-Based
Helpbot developed to verify the authenticity of notices issued in the name of the Central Bureau
of Investigation.
The initiative was unveiled by Justice Surya Kant to help citizens protect themselves from the
increasing cases of:
o Cyber Fraud
o Digital Arrest Scams
o Fake Investigation Threats
o Online Financial Extortion
“Abhay” has been developed internally by the Central Bureau of Investigation as part of efforts to
strengthen cybercrime awareness and improve public safety.
About Central Bureau of Investigation:
e Headquarters: New Delhi
® Director: Praveen Sood
e Motto: “Industry, Impartiality, Integrity”
Karnataka Introduces Two Digital Drug Monitoring Systems
e Karnataka introduced Two New Digital Monitoring Systems through the State Food Safety
and Drug Administration to strengthen Drug Safety, Public Health Protection, and Regulatory
Transparency in the pharmaceutical sector.
The first digital system has been developed to automatically block the sale of medicines identified
as Not of Standard Quality (NSQ). Once a drug batch is declared substandard, its details will
be uploaded into the portal and the batch will immediately be locked, preventing any further sale
or distribution within the state.
Karnataka also launched a second digital portal to monitor medicines covered under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act.
About Karnataka:
e Capital: Bangalore
® Chief Minister: Siddaramaiah
® Governor: Thaawarchand Gehlot

Tripura Becomes First State to Complete All Priority Areas Under Deregulation Reform

Programme
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Tripura became the First State in India to complete all Priority Areas under Deregulation
Phase-ll of the national Compliance Reduction and Deregulation Initiative led by the Cabinet
Secretariat.
With this achievement, Tripura also became the First State in India to complete all 51 Priority
Areas under both Phase-l and Phase-Il of the reform programme.
® The state completed 23 Priority Areas under Phase-l and 28 Priority Areas under Phase-Il.
About Tripura:
e Capital: Agartala
® Chief Minister: Manik Saha
® Governor: Indra Sena Reddy Nallu
Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia Launches ¥175 Crore Coffees of Nagaland Mission
e Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia launched the ¥175 Crore Coffees of Nagaland Mission
to develop Nagaland as a premium specialty coffee destination in India and global markets.
® The mission has been launched under the Cluster-Based Coffee Value Chain Development
Mission and aims to create a complete coffee ecosystem instead of focusing only on coffee
cultivation.
India Releases First Satellite-Tagged Ganges Softshell Turtle in Assam
® |ndia achieved a major milestone in wildlife conservation by releasing the country’s first-ever
satellite-tagged Ganges softshell turtle into the Brahmaputra River at Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve, Assam.
The historic release coincided with Endangered Species Day, observed.
The development was announced by Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma.
The satellite telemetry exercise was conducted under a programme of the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
Uttarakhand Plans ¥450 Crore Ropeway Between Rishikesh and Neelkanth Mahadev Temple
® The Government of Uttarakhand has planned a ¥450 crore ropeway project connecting
Rishikesh to the famous Neelkanth Mahadev Temple.
The proposed ropeway will cover a distance of around 6.5 kilometres and is expected to reduce
travel time from nearly three hours to just 15 minutes.
The ropeway alignment will begin from the Tapovan area in Rishikesh and connect directly to
the Neelkanth Mahadev Temple, which is an important pilgrimage site dedicated to Lord Shiva.
About Uttarakhand:
e Chief Minister: Pushkar Singh Dhami
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Governor: Gurmit Singh

Capital: Dehradun

National Parks: Jim Corbett National Park, Nanda Devi National Park, Rajaji National Park,
Gangotri National Park, Valley of Flowers National Park

Wildlife Sanctuaries: Kedarnath Wildlife Sanctuary, Askot Wildlife Sanctuary, Binsar Wildlife
Sanctuary, Govind Wildlife Sanctuary, Sonanadi Wildlife Sanctuary, Nandi Devi Wildlife

Sanctuary

Maharashtra Leads in Central Government Infrastructure Projects Across India
® |India is witnessing rapid infrastructure expansion through major Central Government projects
across sectors such as highways, railways, airports, industrial corridors, ports, energy, and
urban development.
According to recent data, Maharashtra ranks first in the country in terms of the number of
Central Government projects.
® The state currently has 215 projects with an estimated investment of around ¥5.5 trillion.
About Maharashtra:
Chief Minister: Devendra Fadnavis
Governor: Jishnu Dev Varma
Capital: Mumbai
National Parks: Tadoba National Park, Sanjay Gandhi National Park, Chandoli National Park,
Gugamal National Park, Navegaon National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Bhimashankar Wildlife Sanctuary, Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary, Karnala Bird
Sanctuary, Melghat Wildlife Sanctuary, Radhanagari Wildlife Sanctuary

Delhi Airport to Launch Automated Air Train Project by 2029
® |Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGI Airport), New Delhi is set to launch its first automated
air train system by 2029 to improve passenger movement across the airport.
® The project will be developed by Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL) with an estimated
investment of around ¥3,000 crore to 4,000 crore.
About Delhi:
e Chief Minister: Rekha Gupta
® Lieutenant Governor: Taranjit Singh Sandhu

e (Capital: New Delhi
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e Wildlife Sanctuaries: Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary, Yamuna Biodiversity Park, Aravalli

Biodiversity Park

West Bengal Approves 7th Pay Commission for State Employees and Pensioners
¢ The Government of West Bengal has approved the implementation of the 7th Pay Commission
for state government employees and pensioners. The decision was taken during a Cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari.
The revised pay structure is expected to benefit lakhs of employees working in state government
departments, boards, corporations, aided institutions, and educational bodies.
® Pensioners are also likely to receive revised pension benefits under the new pay structure.
About West Bengal:
Chief Minister: Suvendu Adhikari
Governor: R. N. Ravi
Capital: Kolkata
National Parks: Sundarbans National Park, Jaldapara National Park, Buxa National Park,
Gorumara National Park, Neora Valley National Park
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Sajnekhali Wildlife Sanctuary, Bibhutibhushan Wildlife Sanctuary,
Bethuadahari Wildlife Sanctuary, Ballavpur Wildlife Sanctuary, Haliday Island Wildlife Sanctuary

India Notifies E30 Petrol Standards, Signalling Next Phase of Ethanol Blending Policy
¢ India has officially notified new fuel standards for higher ethanol-blended petrol, including
E22, E25, E27, and E30, marking a major step in the country’s clean energy and biofuel
transition.
The new standards have been notified by the Bureau of Indian Standards for petrol blended
with up to 30% ethanol for use in petrol engine vehicles.
E30 fuel means petrol containing 30% ethanol and 70% conventional gasoline. Similarly, E20
contains 20% ethanol blended with petrol.
Indian Railways Approves %238 Crore Upgrade for Jammu-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Rail
Section
¢ Indian Railways has approved a ¥238 crore infrastructure and safety upgrade project for the
Jammu-Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra rail section under the Northern Railway Zone.
® The project aims to improve passenger safety, operational reliability, and long-term

infrastructure resilience on this strategically important railway route in Jammu and Kashmir.
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® The approved works include slope stabilisation, tunnel rehabilitation, seepage treatment,
and bridge protection measures in vulnerable sections of the route.
India Assumes Chairmanship of Regional Cooperative Agreement for 2026
® India officially assumed the chairmanship of the Regional Cooperative Agreement for the
year 2026 under the International Atomic Energy Agency.
® The announcement was made during the 48th Meeting of National Representatives being held
in Navi Mumbai.
® The meeting is being organized by the Department of Atomic Energy and brings together
delegates from Asia-Pacific and African countries.
About IAEA
® The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is the world's central intergovernmental forum for
scientific and technical cooperation in the nuclear field. As the global "Atoms for Peace and
Development" organization, it works to promote the safe, secure, and peaceful use of nuclear
technologies.
Member States: 181 countries.
Headquarters: Vienna, Austria
Director General: Rafael Mariano Grossi.
Establishment: Founded on July 29, 1957.
India Hosts 68th Asian Productivity Organization Governing Body Meeting in New Delhi
¢ Indiais hosting the 68th Governing Body Meeting of the Asian Productivity Organization in
New Delhi.
The high-level meeting is being held at Bharat Mandapam and brings together more than 60
senior delegates from 20 member economies of the Asia-Pacific region.
® |ndia is hosting the meeting as the current Chair of the Asian Productivity Organization.
India Celebrates World Metrology Day 2026 with Major Legal Metrology and Digital Compliance
Reforms
® India observed World Metrology Day 2026 with a major focus on strengthening legal
metrology, digital compliance systems, precision standards and consumer protection
mechanisms.
e World Metrology Day is observed every year on 20 May to commemorate the signing of the
Metre Convention in Paris in 1875, which established the foundation for a globally uniform

measurement system.
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e The official theme of World Metrology Day 2026 was “Metrology: Building Trust in Policy
Making”, highlighting the importance of accurate measurements in governance, trade,
healthcare, industrial regulation and scientific decision-making.

India Launches Arunachal Kiwi Mission with ¥167 Crore Outlay

¢ The Government of India launched the Arunachal Kiwi Mission with a financial outlay of ¥167
crore to transform Arunachal Pradesh into a premium organic kiwi production and export hub
with strong domestic and international market presence.

The mission titled “Arunachal Kiwi: The Unique Selling Proposition of Arunachal Pradesh”
was launched by Jyotiraditya M. Scindia and is being implemented under the leadership of the
Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region as part of the broader Viksit North East
development vision.

e A dedicated premium brand named “Arunachal Organic Kiwi” will be promoted through media
campaigns, international trade fairs, export market integration and Quick Response code-
enabled traceable packaging to position Arunachal Pradesh kiwi alongside leading imported
premium kiwi brands in global markets.

Kerala Becomes First State to Create Cabinet-Level Artificial Intelligence Portfolio

e Kerala became the first Indian state to create a dedicated Artificial Intelligence portfolio at

the cabinet level under the new United Democratic Front government.
The newly created Artificial Intelligence portfolio has been assigned to P. K. Kunhalikutty as
part of the cabinet restructuring.
The Atrtificial Intelligence portfolio has been placed under the Industries and Commerce
Department along with Information Technology, startups, mining and geology, and handlooms
and textiles.
Government to Launch JEEVAN (Joint Elderly Empowerment and Virtual Assistance Network)
App and SHATAYU (Senior Holistic Care Assistance and Training for Your Utility) Dashboard for
Senior Citizens

¢ Union Minister Virendra Kumar will launch the JEEVAN (Joint Elderly Empowerment and
Virtual Assistance Network) mobile application and the SHATAYU (Senior Holistic Care
Assistance and Training for Your Utility) dashboard.

The initiative is aimed at improving elderly care services through technology, policy support and
community participation.
The launch is being organised by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment during a

virtual programme themed “Creating a Well-Functioning Care Economy.”
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Delhi Plans to Raise Ration Card Income Eligibility Limit to ¥2.5 Lakh
o The Delhi government has announced plans to increase the annual income eligibility limit
for ration cards from ¥1.2 lakh to ¥2.5 lakh.
The move is expected to expand access to subsidized food benefits for many lower middle-
income households in Delhi.
Currently, residents with annual income above ¥1.2 lakh are not eligible for ration cards under
the Public Distribution System (PDS).
The proposed increase reflects changing economic conditions, including rising inflation and
higher urban living costs.
India Approves Major Chenab River Projects Worth ¥2,600 Crore
® India has approved major infrastructure and hydropower projects linked to the Chenab
River, with a total investment of nearly ¥2,600 crore.
The projects are expected to be implemented by National Hydroelectric Power Corporation
(NHPC).
The decision comes shortly after India placed engagement under the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)
framework in abeyance following heightened tensions with Pakistan after the Pahalgam terror
attack.
Delhi Forest Department Plans ‘Vaman Van’ Biodiversity Project
® The Delhi Forest Department is planning to develop ‘Vaman Van’, a unique interactive
biodiversity space aimed at promoting environmental awareness, ecological education and
nature conservation.
The project will focus on showcasing dwarf and miniature plant species to create an engaging
and compact biodiversity zone for children, students and visitors.
Vaman Van is designed as an interactive ecological learning space where visitors can directly
observe plant diversity and understand forest ecosystems through practical experience.
About Delhi:
Chief Minister: Rekha Gupta
Lieutenant Governor: Taranjit Singh Sandhu
Capital: New Delhi
Wildlife Sanctuaries: Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary, Yamuna Biodiversity Park, Aravalli
Biodiversity Park

Project Cheetah Records Major Success as India’s Cheetah Population Reaches 53
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India’s flagship wildlife restoration programme Project Cheetah has achieved a major
milestone as the country’s cheetah population increased to 53, including 33 cubs born in India.
The progress reflects successful adaptation, breeding and survival of cheetahs reintroduced
under one of the world’s most ambitious wildlife conservation programmes.

Project Cheetah was launched to reintroduce cheetahs into India after the species was

officially declared extinct in the country in 1952 due to hunting and habitat loss.

Government Plans High-Powered Demography Mission to Tackle lllegal Immigration

The Central Government is preparing to launch a High-Powered Demography Mission aimed
at tackling illegal immigration, strengthening border security and preventing demographic
changes in sensitive border regions.

The initiative was announced by Amit Shah during the Rustamji Memorial Lecture organized
by the Border Security Force.

The mission will mainly focus on preventing infiltration from neighbouring countries such as

Bangladesh and Myanmar.

Dr Jitendra Singh Launches Phase-ll of UMMID Programme for Rare Genetic Disorders

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Dr. Jitendra Singh launched Phase-ll of the
Unique Methods of Management and Treatment of Inherited Disorders (UMMID)
Programme.

The programme was launched under the Department of Biotechnology (DBT) of the Ministry
of Science and Technology (MoS&T) at Prithvi Bhawan.

The programme focuses on the diagnosis, treatment, and management of Rare Genetic
Disorders (RGDs).

Phase-Il includes the establishment of National Inherited Diseases Administration (NIDAN)

Kendras for advanced genetic diagnostics and counselling services.

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah Chairs 26th Central Zonal Council

Meeting in Bastar

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah chaired the 26th meeting of the
Central Zonal Council in Bastar, Chhattisgarh.

The meeting was attended by Vishnu Deo Sai, Mohan Yadav, Yogi Adityanath, and Pushkar
Singh Dhami.

The meeting was organised by the Inter-State Council Secretariat under the Ministry of Home

Affairs, with the Government of Chhattisgarh as the host.

India and United States Hold High-Level Talks Ahead of Quad Foreign Ministers Meeting
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Marco Rubio, Secretary of State of the United States, held talks with S. Jaishankar during his
official visit to India ahead of the Quad Foreign Ministers Meeting.

The discussions reflected the expanding scope of the India—United States Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership.

Major areas of discussion included artificial intelligence, defence cooperation, trade, energy
security, critical minerals, nuclear energy, counter-terrorism, migration concerns, and

Indo-Pacific security.

Government Releases Guidelines for Bharat Audyogik Vikas Yojna Scheme to Develop 100

Industrial Parks

The Government of India released detailed guidelines for the Bharat Audyogik Vikas Yojna
BHAVYA Scheme aimed at developing 100 world-class industrial parks across India.

The guidelines were issued by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade.
The scheme has a total financial outlay of Rs 33,660 crore.

The BHAVYA Scheme is a Central Sector Scheme focused on creating integrated industrial
ecosystems to attract domestic and global manufacturers.

The scheme aligns with major national initiatives such as Make in India and Prime Minister Gati
Shakti.

Under the scheme, 100 industrial parks will be developed between Financial Year 2026-27
and Financial Year 2031-32.

Kerala Gets First Private Medical Museum in Thiruvananthapuram

India

Kerala has established its first private medical museum, named the Museum of Medical
Archives, at Ulloor in Thiruvananthapuram.

The museum focuses on human anatomy, medical history, and biological education through
interactive scientific exhibits and handcrafted anatomical models.

The museum was founded by A. Sivaraman, a former artist-modeler at the Government Medical
College, Thiruvananthapuram.

Semiconductor Mission Launches Investors Support Portal to Boost Semiconductor

Manufacturing

The India Semiconductor Mission has launched the Investors Support Portal under the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology to strengthen India’s semiconductor
manufacturing ecosystem and improve investor facilitation under the Semicon India

Programme.
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® The portal has been developed as a single-window facilitation platform for semiconductor
investors and ecosystem participants.
It aims to simplify investor engagement by providing centralized access to government schemes,
policy guidelines, regulatory requirements, approved semiconductor projects, and investor
support services.
® A major objective of the portal is to strengthen investor confidence in India’s growing
semiconductor sector by ensuring faster communication, structured coordination, and easier
access to information related to semiconductor manufacturing and design projects.
Khajuraho to Host Yoga Mahotsav 2026 Ahead of International Day of Yoga
e The UNESCO World Heritage temples at Khajuraho Group of Monuments will host Yoga
Mahotsav 2026, marking the important 25-day countdown to the International Day of Yoga
(IDY) 2026.
The event is being organised by the Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga under the Ministry
of Ayush and aims to combine India’s ancient cultural heritage with its global wellness diplomacy
initiatives.
Yoga Mahotsav is an annual outreach programme conducted before the International Day of
Yoga celebrations observed every year on 21 June.
The initiative is designed to increase public awareness about yoga, encourage mass
participation, promote holistic health, and expand yoga outreach across both India and the
international community.
Oil India Discovers New Gas-Bearing Zone in Rajasthan’s Dandewala Field
¢ India has discovered a new natural gas-bearing zone in the Dandewala field located in
Rajasthan.
The discovery was made by Oil India Limited, which is one of India’s leading public sector oil
and gas exploration companies.
This discovery is considered an important step towards strengthening India’s domestic energy
production.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Showcases India’s Tribal Heritage Through Diplomatic Gifts
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi showcased India’s tribal heritage and indigenous
craftsmanship through diplomatic gifts presented to global leaders during his recent foreign
visits.
e The initiative reflects India’s broader cultural diplomacy strategy focused on promoting traditional

knowledge, regional identity, and indigenous craftsmanship at the global level.
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® One of the notable gifts was a traditional Gond painting from Madhya Pradesh presented to
Victoria, Crown Princess of Sweden.
Adani Green Energy Commissions 3.37 Gigawatt-hour Battery Energy Storage System at Khavda
e Adani Green Energy Limited commissioned a 3.37 Gigawatt-hour Battery Energy Storage
System at Khavda, Gujarat.
The project is described as the world’s largest single-location battery storage deployment
outside China.
The Battery Energy Storage System aims to strengthen India’s renewable energy infrastructure
by improving grid reliability and supporting stable power supply.
Department of Consumer Affairs Expands Role of Government Approved Test Centres
¢ The Department of Consumer Affairs has expanded the role of Government Approved Test
Centres (GATCs) through amendments to the Legal Metrology (Government Approved Test
Centre) Rules, 2013.
Under the amended rules, GATCs will now be authorised to verify dispensing systems for:
Petrol
Diesel
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
Hydrogen
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Chairs 51st PRAGATI Meeting to Review Major Infrastructure and
Development Projects
e Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chaired the 51st meeting of Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation (PRAGATI) to review major infrastructure, renewable energy,
sanitation, and water resource projects across the country.
The meeting focused on ensuring faster implementation, improved inter-state coordination, and
timely completion of public projects.
During the meeting, the Prime Minister reviewed seven key infrastructure projects related to the
railway, power, and road sectors across nine states involving an estimated investment of
nearly ¥30,000 crore.
Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation (PRAGATI) is an Information and

Communication Technology-enabled multi-modal governance platform launched by the
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Government of India to monitor major infrastructure projects, resolve administrative bottlenecks,
and strengthen coordination between the Centre and States.
Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia Launches Mission Queen Pineapple in Tripura
e Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia launched the ¥236 crore Mission Queen Pineapple in
Tripura to transform the state’s Geographical Indication (Gl)-tagged Queen Pineapple into a
premium global brand.
The mission will be implemented from Quarter 2 of Financial Year 2026 to Quarter 4 of
Financial Year 2028 and aims to develop a complete ecosystem around Tripura’s unique Queen
Pineapple variety.
® The mission is anchored by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER).
Union Health Ministry Releases National Health Accounts Estimates 2022-23
¢ The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare released the National Health Accounts (NHA)
Estimates 2022-23, highlighting major improvements in India’s healthcare financing system over
the past decade.
The report shows a steady rise in Government Health Expenditure (GHE), reduction in Out-of-
Pocket Expenditure (OOPE), and increased public investment in healthcare infrastructure,
insurance coverage, and financial protection schemes.
The report is prepared by the National Health Accounts Technical Secretariat (NHATS) under
the National Health Systems Resource Centre (NHSRC) of the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare. The 2022-23 edition is the 10th National Health Accounts report released by India
and follows the System of Health Accounts (SHA) 2011 framework.
Assam Legislative Assembly Passes Uniform Civil Code Bill, 2026
e The Assam Legislative Assembly passed the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Bill, 2026, making
Assam the first state in Northeast India and the third state in the country after Uttarakhand
and Gujarat to adopt Uniform Civil Code legislation.
The Bill aims to establish a common civil legal framework for all residents of the state in
matters related to marriage, divorce, succession, and live-in relationships.
The legislation was introduced by Atul Bora on behalf of Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
during the first session of the 16th Assam Legislative Assembly.
SkyCast Aviation Weather Monitoring System Launched at Indira Gandhi International Airport
under Mission Mausam
e Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated the SkyCast Aviation Weather Monitoring

System at Indira Gandhi International (IGl) Airport, New Delhi.
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The system has been developed under the Government of India's flagship Mission Mausam
programme.

SkyCast is an advanced aviation weather intelligence platform that provides real-time
atmospheric information to enhance aviation safety and operational efficiency.

Cabinet Approves Scheme for Assistance in Ration Transport and Handling-Income with

Automation in Public Distribution System (SARTHAK-PDS) with ¥25,530 Crore Outlay

¢ The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has approved the Scheme for Assistance in Ration Transport and Handling-Income
with Automation in Public Distribution System (SARTHAK-PDS) for a period of 5 years.
The scheme has an outlay of ¥25,530 crore and aims to strengthen food security across the
country.
The scheme covers the entire Public Distribution System (PDS) value chain, including
foodgrain distribution, logistics, transportation, material handling, and grievance
redressal mechanisms.

Chhattisgarh to Launch ‘Adarsh Shahar Samriddhi Yojana’ for Urban Infrastructure Development
The Chhattisgarh Government will launch the ‘Adarsh Shahar Samriddhi Yojana’ to equip
emerging towns and urban centres with modern civic infrastructure and public facilities.
The state government has allocated ¥200 crore for the scheme in the 2026—27 Budget.

The scheme has been conceptualised on the lines of the ‘Mukhyamantri Nagarotthan Yojana’,
which was introduced for municipal corporations.
In the first phase, the Urban Administration and Development Department has selected 32
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) across the state's five revenue divisions:
o Bilaspur-9
o Bastar-6
o Surguja-6
o Raipur-6
o Durg-5
About Chhattisgarh
e Capital: Raipur
® Chief Minister: Vishnu Deo Sai
® Governor: Ramen Deka

Government Approves Two New Special Economic Zones in Puducherry
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The Government of India has notified two new Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in the Union
Territory of Puducherry.

The approvals were granted during the 137th Meeting of the Board of Approval (BoA) under
the Department of Commerce, held on 27 February 2026.

The projects are expected to attract investments of nearly ¥1,975 crore and generate around

8,500 employment opportunities.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization Expands Global Geopark
Network with Addition of 12 New Sites, Raising Total to 241
o The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has
designated 12 new Global Geoparks, increasing the total to 241 sites across 51 countries,
covering more than 882,000 square kilometres (sq km).
The newly added UNESCO Global Geoparks are located in China, France, Greece, Ireland,
Japan, Malaysia, Portugal, Russia, Tunisia (first-ever), and Uruguay.
The UNESCO Global Geoparks Programme was officially established in 2015 as a UNESCO
label using a “bottom-up approach” involving local stakeholders.
The main objective of Global Geoparks is to protect geological heritage while
promoting environmental education, sustainable development, and local community
empowerment.
About United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization:
Formation: 16 November 1945
Headquarters: Paris, France
Director-General: Khaled El-Enany
Parent organization: United Nations Economic and Social Council
United Arab Emirates Announces Exit from Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
and OPEC+ Alliance Effective May 2026
o The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has announced its decision to exit the Organisation of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and the wider OPEC+ alliance, effective from May 1,
2026.
« The UAE joined OPEC in 1967 and is currently the third-largest oil producer in the group after

Saudi Arabia and Iraq, contributing around 12% of total output.
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e A key reason for withdrawal is production constraint under OPEC+ quotas, which has limited
the UAE’s ability to fully utilise its expanded capacity.
The UAE’s state-owned oil company, Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC), has
increased production capacity to around 5 million barrels per day, but quota
restrictions have restricted output.
About UAE :
o President : Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
e Prime Minister : Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
o Capital : Abu Dhabi
e Currency : Emirati dirham (AED)
United States of America Launches ‘Project Freedom’ Naval Operation to Secure Shipping in
Strait of Hormuz
e The United States of America (USA), under President Donald Trump, launched “Project
Freedom”, a naval escort operation to secure commercial vessels in the Strait of
Hormuz amid rising Iran-USA tensions.
The operation aims to ensure the safe passage of global shipping routes and protect
against maritime disruptions, regional conflict risks, and oil supply instability.
Project Freedom involves deployment by the United States Navy under S. Central Command
(CENTCOM) to escort and secure commercial vessels.
The Strait of Hormuz is a strategic maritime chokepoint connecting the Persian Gulf with
the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea.
About United States of America :
e President : Donald Trump
o Capital : Washington, D.C.
e Currency : U.S. dollar ($)
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s First-Ever Bilateral Visit to Jamaica Strengthens India—
Caribbean Relations
e Union Minister S. Jaishankar,Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) undertook a 2-day official
visit to Jamaica (May 2—4, 2026), marking the first-ever bilateral visit by an Indian External
Affairs Minister to Jamaica.
The visit aimed to strengthen India—Jamaica relations, expand Caribbean cooperation, and

reinforce India’s commitment to South—South cooperation and diaspora engagement.
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o During the visit, EAM Dr. Jaishankar held delegation-level talks with Andrew
Holness and Kamina Johnson Smith.

e The discussions focused on enhancing cooperation in key sectors such as healthcare,
agriculture, digitalisation, tourism, sports, infrastructure, education, capacity building,
and multilateral affairs.

About Jamaica :

e Prime Minister : Andrew Holness

o Capital : Kingston

e Currency : Jamaican dollar

Bangladesh’s Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant Begins Fuel Loading, Moves Closer to Power
Generation

« Bangladesh has begun uranium fuel loading at Unit-1 of the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant,
marking the final stage before electricity generation
With this milestone, Bangladesh is set to become the 33rd country in the world to
generate nuclear power.

The reactor will undergo controlled nuclear fission and multiple safety tests,
ensuring operational readiness before power production.
Trial electricity generation of around 300 MW is expected to begin by August 2026, with
phased scaling of output thereafter.
About Bangladesh:

o Capital: Dhaka.

e Currency: Bangladeshi Taka (BDT).

e President: Mohammad Shahabuddin

India hands over Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics banner to South
African Astronomical Observatory to boost astronomy and scientific collaboration

« India’s High Commissioner to South Africa, Prabhat Kumar, formally handed over the banner of
the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA) to the South African
Astronomical Observatory (SAAO) during a ceremony at the Royal Observatory, Cape
Town.

The event highlights the strengthening of long-standing scientific and astronomical

cooperation between India and South Africa.
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o The IUCAA banner will be displayed at the Southern African Large Telescope (SALT), one of
the largest optical telescopes in the Southern Hemisphere, symbolising enhanced research
collaboration in astronomy and astrophysics.

The initiative promotes joint research, academic exchanges, and collaborative
projects in astronomy and space sciences between the two countries.
About IUCAA :

e The Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), located in Pune,
Maharashtra, focuses on research and education in astronomy and astrophysics.

United Nations Global Forest Goals Report 2026 Highlights Fuelwood Demand as Key Driver of
Global Forest Loss

® The United Nations (UN) released its latest assessment on global forests titled the “Global
Forest Goals (GFG) Report 2026” during the 21st session of the United Nations Forum on
Forests (UNFF) at the UN Headquarters in New York, United States of America.

® The report highlighted that the rising demand for fuelwood (woodfuel and charcoal) is the
key driver of global forest loss, especially in sub-Saharan Africa and parts of Asia, despite
ongoing afforestation and forest restoration programmes.

e Along with fuelwood demand, the report identified agricultural expansion as the major cause
of global deforestation.

® The report was jointly prepared by the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(UNDESA) and the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) Secretariat.

About United Nations :

e Established : 1945

® Headquarters : New York City, the United States of America (USA)

e Secretary General : Anténio Guterres

India Becomes Bangladesh’s Second-Largest Trading Partner

¢ |ndia has overtaken the United States to become Bangladesh’s second-largest trading
partner, reflecting changing trade dynamics in South Asia.

According to the latest trade data released by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, India
accounted for 8.47 percent of Bangladesh’s total external trade by February 2026.
The United States accounted for 8.46 percent of Bangladesh’s total trade, placing it slightly
behind India in the overall trade rankings.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Pays Two-Day Official Visit to Sweden at the Invitation of PM UIf

Kristersson
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Sweden on a two-day official visit from 17-18 May 2026 at
the invitation of Swedish Prime Minister UIf Kristersson.
PM Modi had earlier visited Sweden in 2018 to attend the inaugural India-Nordic Summit.
During the visit, PM Modi held bilateral talks with Swedish PM Ulf Kristersson in Gothenburg.
PM Modi also participated in the European Round Table for Industry, co-hosted by UIf
Kristersson and Ursula von der Leyen.
PM Modi was conferred with the “Royal Order of Polar Star”’, Degree Commander Grand
Cross, one of the highest civilian honours of the Swedish Government.
About Sweden :
® Prime Minister : UIf Kristersson
e Capital : Stockholm
® Currency : Swedish krona
India, China and Japan Join World Trade Organization Members in Criticising UK Steel
Safeguard Measures
¢ India, China, and Japan have joined other World Trade Organization (WTO) members,
including South Korea, Switzerland, Russia, and Brazil, in criticising the United Kingdom'’s steel
safeguard measures.
The UK steel safeguard measures include tariff-rate quotas and a 25% tariff on imports
exceeding quota limits.
World Health Organization Holds 79th World Health Assembly 2026 in Geneva, Switzerland
® The World Health Organization (WHO) organised the 79th World Health Assembly (WHA79)
in Geneva, Switzerland from 18-23 May 2026.
® The theme of WHA79 was “Reshaping Global Health: A Shared Responsibility”.
® During the six-day session, member countries adopted more than 20 decisions and 13
resolutions on major global health challenges.
About WHO :
Formation : 7 April 1948
Headquarters : Geneva, Switzerland
Director General : Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN)

which coordinates responses to international public health issues and emergencies.
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BANKING AND BUSINESS
Reserve Bank of India Introduces Mission SAKSHAM to Strengthen Capacity in Urban Co-
operative Banking Sector
« The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has launched Mission SAKSHAM (Sahkari Bank Kshamta
Nirman), a nationwide capacity-building programme for strengthening the Urban Co-
operative Banks (UCBs)
The mission aims to enhance managerial and operational capabilities, improve compliance
culture, and strengthen institutional resilience across UCBs.
Mission SAKSHAM seeks to create a continuous learning ecosystem, contributing
to systemic stability and sustainable growth of the cooperative banking sector.
The programme follows a collaborative approach, developed in consultation with the Umbrella
Organisation of UCBs and various national and state cooperative federations.
Government Enhances Public Sector Banks with Strategic Expansion of Workforce Capacity
o The Department of Financial Services (DFS) under the Ministry of Finance, Government of
India is implementing sustained and targeted measures to strengthen human resource
capacity in Public Sector Banks (PSBs) through calibrated workforce expansion,
improved operational efficiency, and governance-oriented reforms.
A well-calibrated recruitment scale is a key pillar of human resource management,
ensuring optimal staffing and sustained operational efficiency in the banking sector.
These initiatives are aligned with the Government’s broader objective of building a resilient,
customer-centric, and future-ready banking system.
Recruitment in PSBs is carried out through the Institute of Banking Personnel Selection
(IBPS) based on the specific manpower requirements of participating banks.
About Ministry of Finance:
« Cabinet Minister: Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
e Minister of State (MoS): Shri Pankaj Chaudhary
Reserve Bank of India Announces Expected Credit Loss-Based Norms from April 2027 and
Phased foreign exchange Derivatives Reporting from July 2027
« The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued a Master Direction on asset classification, income
recognition, and provisioning, introducing a shift to the Expected Credit Loss (ECL) framework,
effective from April 1, 2027.
The new ECL-based approach will replace the existing norms based on the incurred loss

model, marking a major reform in banking risk management and provisioning standards.
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Under the transition, banks will move from recognising losses only after default occurs to
a forward-looking ECL model, improving early risk identification and financial stability.
The Expected Credit Loss (ECL) framework requires banks to estimate probable future
losses using forward-looking risk parameters, rather than waiting for actual defaults.
Flipkart Internet Private Limited, Axis Bank Limited and PayU Payments Private Limited
Introduce OTP-Free Card Payments with Biometric Authentication
o Flipkart Internet Private Limited, in partnership with Axis Bank Limited and PayU Payments
Private Limited, has launched biometric authentication for card payments, replacing
traditional One-Time Passwords (OTPs)-based verification.
The system enables users to approve transactions using fingerprint or Face ID, marking a
major shift towards faster, seamless, and secure digital payment systems.
The ecosystem involves Flipkart (checkout platform), PayU (merchant infrastructure), Axis
Bank (card issuer), and Wibmo (issuer-side authentication) for end-to-end biometric payment
processing.
e The technology works on both Android and iOS devices, using device-bound
authentication, one-touch approval, and advanced fraud detection mechanisms.
Frequently Asked Questions on Cheque Clearing
« Cheque Truncation System (CTS) is a mechanism where the physical cheque is stopped
(truncated) during clearing after its electronic image is captured and transmitted, eliminating
the need for physical movement of cheques between banks.
Under CTS, the presenting bank captures cheque data and images, which are sent
electronically to the clearing house and drawee (paying) bank, enabling faster, cost-
effective and automated clearing.
Continuous Clearing is an advanced system where presentation and return (confirmation)
sessions run simultaneously in a continuous flow, improving speed, efficiency, and real-time
processing of cheques compared to traditional batch clearing.
India Post Payments Bank Introduces Self Help Group Savings Account to Boost Financial
Inclusion
« India Post Payments Bank (IPPB), a 100% Government of India-owned entity under
the Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications, has launched the Self Help Group
(SHG) Savings Account to promote financial inclusion and women empowerment in rural

India.
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Self Help Groups (SHGs) play a crucial role in rural economic transformation and are linked
with schemes like the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) under the Ministry of Rural
Development (MoRD) and initiatives supported by NABARD (National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development).

IPPB leverages the extensive Postal Network of the Department of Posts (DoP) along

with digital banking capabilities to provide doorstep banking services.

About IPPB :

India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) was launched on 1 September 2018 with the vision of
creating the most accessible, affordable, and trusted bank for the common people.
Headquarters : New Delhi, India

IPPB operates on the pillars of India Stack, enabling paperless, cashless, and presence-less

banking through CBS-integrated smartphones and biometric devices.

About Ministry of Communications :

Cabinet Minister : Jyotiraditya Scindia

National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited Enhances Stressed Asset Resolution System
and Boosts Recoveries in FY 2025-26

The National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL) has emerged as a key
institution in India’s stressed asset resolution framework, supporting the banking sector
balance sheet strengthening.

NARCL plays a crucial role in aggregating large stressed exposures and enabling their
resolution through transparent and market-based mechanisms.

This has helped improve recovery outcomes and unlock value for lenders and financial
institutions.

As of March 2026, NARCL has acquired 33 borrower entities with an aggregate debt
exposure of ¥1,65,862 crore.

It has also participated in resolution processes under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code

(IBC), strengthening the overall resolution ecosystem in India.

About NARCL :

The National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL) was established in July
2021 as part of India’s financial sector reforms.
It is commonly referred to as a “bad bank”, created to manage and resolve stressed assets of

commercial banks.
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The primary objective of NARCL is to acquire, manage, and dispose of stressed assets to
improve the health of the banking system.
It acts as a centralized asset reconstruction platform, purchasing bad loans from banks
to clean their balance sheets.
NARCL is a government-sponsored company, ensuring institutional support for stressed
asset resolution.
JPMorgan Chase & Co. Downgrades Indian Equities from “Overweight” to “Neutral” on Elevated
Valuations Versus Emerging Market Peers
« JPMorgan Chase & Co. has downgraded Indian equities from “overweight” to “neutral”,
citing elevated valuations compared to emerging market peers.
The downgrade reflects concerns over stretched market valuations in India, despite
ongoing structural growth trends in the economy.
JPMorgan noted that India is making progress in areas such as Al startups, large investments
in data centres, and chip design centres for global firms, indicating long-term technological
development potential.
Reserve Bank of India Releases 46th Half-Yearly Report on Management of Foreign Exchange
Reserves (Oct 2025-Mar 2026)
« The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released the 46th Half-Yearly Report on Management
of Foreigh Exchange Reserves for the period October 2025 to March 2026.
During this period, India’s foreign exchange reserves declined from USD 700.09
billion to USD 691.11 billion.
The RBI publishes these reports twice a year, based on positions as of end-March and end-
September.
India’s foreign exchange reserves are held in multiple currencies, including the US Dollar,
Euro, Pound Sterling, and Japanese Yen, but are reported in US Dollar terms.
The Foreign Currency Assets (FCA) form a major component of reserves and are maintained
as a multi-currency portfolio comprising global currencies and valued in USD terms.
Reserve Bank of India Issues Reporting Instructions for Authorised Dealer Category—I Banks to
Enhance Forex Transparency
« The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has directed banks to report all Over-the-Counter (OTC)
foreign exchange derivative contracts involving the Indian Rupee (INR) to the Clearing
Corporation of India Limited (CCIL).

The directive aims to enhance transparency in the foreign exchange market.
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It applies to global transactions undertaken by related parties, including offshore
entities of Authorised Dealer (AD) Category-l banks.
Both deliverable and non-deliverable INR derivative contracts must be reported.
From 01 July 2027, banks must report all foreign exchange derivative
contracts involving INR undertaken by their parent entities, including branches of the parent.
Reserve Bank of India Exempts Small Non-Banking Financial Companies from Registration
Norms Under New Framework Effective July 1, 2026
« The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued final guidelines titled RBI (NBFC — Registration,
Exemptions and Framework for Scale Based Regulation) Amendment Directions, 2026 for
certain Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs).
The new regulations will come into effect from 01 July 2026.
The framework applies to NBFCs not availing public funds and not having customer interface,
with an asset size below ¥1,000 crore.
Such entities will be classified as ‘Unregistered Type | NBFCs’, while all other NBFCs will be
categorised as ‘Type Il NBFCs’.
These eligible NBFCs will be exempted from RBI registration and reserve fund
requirements.
Reserve Bank of India Clarifies Credit Card Accounts to Be Reported as ‘Past Due’ Only After 3-
Day Delay
« The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has introduced a 3-day grace period for credit card
payments under its updated regulatory framework.
A credit card account will be marked as “past due” only after 3 days from the due date,
instead of being classified immediately.
Banks can impose late payment charges and report to credit bureaus only after the 3-day
grace period.
The new rule will come into effect from 01 April 2027.
Under the revised norms, late fees and penalties will be levied only on the outstanding
amount, not on the total billed amount.
Securities and Exchange Board of India Launches PaRRVA Framework to Enhance
Transparency and Investor Protection
o The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has operationalised the Past Risk and
Return Verification Agency (PaRRVA) framework to improve transparency in performance

claims made by market intermediaries.

Click Here for PDF Course Subscription  Click Here to Subscribe Our Yearly Mock Test Package

If there are any suggestions/ errors in this PDF contact us via this email: support@guidely.in 66



https://guidely.in/pdf-course-subscription
https://guidely.in/mock-test-subscription
mailto:support@guidely.in

@ guidely

Important Monthly Current Affairs Capsule — May 2026

The PaRRVA framework aims to strengthen investor protection and market transparency in
India’s financial ecosystem.
Under the framework, CARE Ratings Limited has been recognised as the PaRRVA
agency responsible for validation of performance data.
The National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) will function as the PaRRVA Data Centre
(PDC) as per SEBI’s regulatory framework issued on 04 April 2025.
PaRRVA is India’s first system to independently validate risk and return performance claims
of regulated intermediaries and unregistered finfluencers.

About SEBI :
Established : 12 April 1988 as an executive body and was given statutory powers on 30 January
1992 through the SEBI Act, 1992
Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra
Chairman : Tuhin Kanta Pandey
SEBI is the regulatory body for securities and commodity markets in India under the ownership of
the Ministry of Finance (MoF), Gol.

Finance Ministry Notifies 100% foreign direct investment in Insurance Sector and Amends

Foreign Exchange Management Act Rules to Liberalise Investment Framework

e The Central Government has notified 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the insurance

sector under the automatic route.
The reform aims to liberalise and modernise India’s insurance sector framework to
attract global investment.
Key laws being amended include the Insurance Act, 1938, the LIC Act, 1956, and the IRDAI
Act, 1999.
The implementation of 100% FDI will be subject to approval and regulation by the Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI).
The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) will remain under a separate framework with
a foreign investment cap of 20% under the automatic route.

DFS Organises Colloquium of Debts Recovery Appellate Tribunals Chairpersons and Debts

Recovery Tribunals Presiding Officers to Enhance Debt Recovery System Efficiency

« The Department of Financial Services (DFS) organised a colloquium of Debt Recovery

Tribunals (DRTs) and Debt Recovery Appellate Tribunals (DRATSs) at Vigyan Bhavan, New

Delhi to improve tribunal functioning.
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Debt Recovery Tribunals (DRTs) are specialised judicial bodies established under

the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 1993 (DRT Act).
DRTs handle cases involving disputed bank loans above ¥20 lakh.

The SARFAESI Act, 2002 (Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act) enables banks and financial institutions to recover

secured debts without court intervention at the first stage.

About Ministry of Finance:

Cabinet Minister: Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
Minister of State (MoS): Shri Pankaj Chaudhary

Bank Loans Against Jewellery Rise Nearly Fivefold to ¥4.6 Lakh Crore by March 2026-Reserve
Bank of India Data

According to Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data, bank loans against jewellery surged nearly 5
times to ¥4.6 lakh crore in March 2026, up from 93,301 crore two years earlier.

On a year-on-year basis, gold/jewellery loans grew 123%, marking the fastest growth among
all lending sectors.

Priority sector housing loans rose sharply by 39.8% to ¥10.44 lakh crore, while overall
housing credit increased by 11.5% to ¥33.56 lakh crore.

Personal loans registered a growth of 16.2% year-on-year, reflecting sustained consumer

demand.

Finance Ministry Notifies Foreign Direct Investment Relaxation for Foreign Firms with Up to 10%
Chinese Stake under FEMA Rules

The Government of India has tweaked rules under the Foreign Exchange Management Act
(FEMA) to allow certain overseas investments under the automatic route.

The new provision permits overseas entities with up to 10% Chinese shareholding to invest in
India without prior government approval.

This decision follows the Cabinet approval in March 2026, which revised the regulatory
framework for foreign investments.

The amendment is implemented through the Foreign Exchange Management (Non-debt

Instruments) (Amendment) Rules, 2026, which have come into immediate effect.

NPCI Bharat BillPay Limited and Juspay Introduce Unified Switch and Software Development Kit

to Enhance Banking Connect Net Banking Platform
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NPCI Bharat BillPay Limited (NBBL), a subsidiary of the National Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI), has partnered with Juspay Technologies Private Limited with an aim to launch
a unified switch and Software Development Kit (SDK) for the Banking Connect platform.
The initiative is designed to enhance the net banking experience across India.
Banking Connect is an interoperable platform that standardises net banking
workflows across banks and payment aggregators.

Tata AlA Life Insurance Introduces ‘Shubh Health Criti’ Unit-Linked Health Fund Plan

« Tata AlA Life Insurance Company Limited has launched a new Unit Linked Insurance Plan

(ULIP) named ‘Shubh Health Criti’ in India.
The plan is designed to build a market-linked health fund to meet long-term medical and
critical iliness expenses.
It provides coverage for over 60 critical illnesses and is available for individuals aged 18 to 65
years.
The product includes a 30-year premium guarantee, integrating investment
growth with healthcare financial planning.
The plan combines insurance protection, investment growth, and structured health
preparedness.
It integrates Tata AIA Health SIP (Systematic Investment Plan), Health Buddy,
and Comprehensive Protection Rider.

Securities and Exchange Board of India Proposes Amendments to Securitised Debt Instruments

Regulations to Align with Reserve Bank of India Securitisation Framework

« The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has proposed amendments to

the Securitised Debt Instruments (SDI) Regulations to align them with the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) guidelines on securitisation of standard assets (SSA).
The move aims to remove regulatory inconsistencies between SEBI and RBI frameworks,
especially for transactions originated by RBI-regulated entities.
SEBI has proposed allowing single-asset securitisation for RBI-regulated entities
by exempting them from the condition that no single obligor should account for more than 25%
of the asset pool.
The proposal also seeks to relax restrictions on transactions between originators and
related Special Purpose Distinct Entities (SPDEs), provided there is no control exercised
over the SPDE or trustee.

About SEBI :
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Established : 12 April 1988 as an executive body and was given statutory powers on 30 January
1992 through the SEBI Act, 1992
Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra
Chairman : Tuhin Kanta Pandey
SEBI is the regulatory body for securities and commodity markets in India under the ownership of
the Ministry of Finance (MoF), Gol.
Scheduled Commercial Banks Report Strong Credit Growth of 15.9% in FY 2025-26 Driven by
Robust Economic Activity and Credit Demand
e The Financial Year 2025-26 ended with strong year-on-year (y-0-y) non-food credit growth
of 15.9%, an increase of 497 basis points (bps) from 10.9% in FY 2024-25.
The aggregate credit outstanding in March 2026 reached ¥212.9 lakh crore, which is ¥29.2
lakh crore higher than the previous year.
The growth in credit was supported by a low-interest rate environment, government-led
capex cycle, structural reforms, and private sector investment crowding-in,
boosting domestic credit demand.
Agriculture and Allied Activities: Credit growth accelerated to 15.7%, up by 528 bps from
10.4% last year, driven by strong rural demand and formalisation of rural credit.
Industrial Sector: Credit expanded at 15.0%, nearly double the previous year’s 8.2% growth.
Micro and Small industries recorded a sharp 33.1% growth (3.7 times higher).
About Ministry of Finance:
o Cabinet Minister: Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
e Minister of State (MoS): Shri Pankaj Chaudhary
Asian Development Bank Unveils $70 Billion Plan to Link Asia’s Energy and Digital
Infrastructure Networks
The Asian Development Bank launched a USD 70 billion initiative to expand energy and
digital infrastructure across Asia-Pacific by 2035.
The initiative was announced during the 59th Annual Meeting held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.
The programme focuses on enhancing connectivity, cross-border power trade, broadband
access, and regional resilience.
The initiative includes two major components:
USD 50 billion Pan-Asia Power Grid Initiative
USD 20 billion Asia-Pacific Digital Highway

About Asian Development Bank :
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Formation : 19 December 1966
Headquarters : Philippines
President : Masato Kanda
Members : 69 countries

Reserve Bank of India Increases Domestic Gold Holdings by 104.23 Metric Tonnes in Six Months

« The Reserve Bank of India moved 104.23 metric tonnes (MT) of its gold reserves

domestically in the six months ended March 2026, reflecting a continued shift toward domestic
gold custody.
The RBI’s total gold holdings increased marginally to 880.52 MT in March 2026, from 880.18
MT in September 2025, as per the half-yearly foreign exchange reserves report.
In FY 2025-26, the RBI brought a total of 168.06 MT of gold to India, compared to 107.21 MT in
2023-24 and 103.68 MT in 2024-25, showing a rising trend in domestic gold storage.
Around 77% of RBI’s total gold holdings (680 MT) is now stored within India,
strengthening domestic custody of reserves.
As of March 2026, 197.67 MT of gold was held in safe custody with the Bank of
England and Bank for International Settlements (BIS), while 2.80 MT was kept as gold
deposits.

India’s Goods and Services Tax Revenue Hits Record ¥2.43 Lakh Crore in April, Grows 8.7%

year-on-year

e According to government data, India’s gross Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue reached

a record ¥2.43 lakh crore in April, marking an 8.7% year-on-year growth over ¥2.23 lakh crore
collected in April last year.
The growth was primarily driven by import-based GST collections, while domestic sales
growth remained relatively slower.
Goods and Services Tax (GST) was introduced in 2017 through the 101st Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2016, as a comprehensive indirect tax for the entire country.
GST has three components:
CGST (Central GST) collected by the Centre
SGST/UTGST collected by States/Union Territories
IGST (Integrated GST) for inter-state supplies, with revenue settlement to the destination
state

Cabinet Approves Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS 5.0) to Support MSMEs

and Businesses
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The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS 5.0) to address short-term liquidity
challenges arising due to the West Asia crisis.
The scheme is implemented through National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company
Limited (NCGTC), providing credit guarantee coverage to lending institutions (MLIs).
It offers 100% guarantee coverage for MSMEs and 90% coverage for non-MSMEs and
the airline sector on defaulted credit amounts.
Eligible borrowers include MSMEs, non-MSMEs, and scheduled passenger
airlines having standard loan accounts as of March 31, 2026.
The scheme provides additional credit up to 20% of peak working capital (Q4 FY26)
for MSMEs/non-MSMEs, capped at €100 crore, and up to 100% (1,500 crore
cap) for airlines.
Department of Financial Services Approves Viability Plan 2.0 to Strengthen Regional Rural
Banks
« The Department of Financial Services has approved Viability Plan 2.0 for Regional Rural
Banks (RRBs) to strengthen financial stability, governance reforms, and operational
efficiency.
The plan builds on the earlier Viability Plan (FY 2021-22 to FY 2024-25), which focused
on performance monitoring and governance improvements in RRBs.
The revised Viability Plan 2.0 will be implemented for three years (FY 2025-26 to FY 2027-
28) to ensure continued oversight and long-term competitiveness.
The framework includes 30 performance parameters based on four key pillars: operational
excellence, asset quality, profitability, and growth.
National Stock Exchange of India Introduces Electronic Gold Receipts to Boost Transparency in
Gold Trading
« National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) has launched the Electronic Gold Receipts
(EGR) segment with approval from Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to create
a transparent and efficient gold trading ecosystem.
The initiative aims to enhance price discovery, broaden market participation, and
strengthen investor confidence in gold trading.
Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRs) are dematerialised securities backed by physical

gold stored in SEBI-approved vaults, and are traded electronically on stock exchanges.
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« EGRSs help formalise gold investments by providing a regulated and digital trading
mechanism.
Asian Development Bank Launches Financing Partnership Facility to Strengthen Critical Mineral
Supply Chains in Asia-Pacific
e The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has launched a new financing facility titled “Critical
Minerals-to-Manufacturing Financing Partnership Facility” to strengthen critical minerals
supply chains across Asia and the Pacific region.
The initiative was announced during the ADB 59th Annual Meeting (AM) of the Board of
Governors held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.
The financing structure includes two key windows:
Grant Window: Provides funding for feasibility studies, environmental and social
assessments, technical assistance, and knowledge-sharing activities.
ADB has also established a Critical Minerals Database to improve transparency, data
coordination, and efficiency in global supply chains.
About ADB :
Formation : 19 December 1966
Headquarters : Philippines
President : Masato Kanda
Members : 69 countries
Securities and Exchange Board of India Introduces Fast-Track Approval System for Private
Placement Memoranda of Alternative Investment Funds
« The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has introduced a fast-track
mechanism for processing Private Placement Memoranda (PPM) of Alternative Investment
Funds (AIFs).
The new system enables faster launch of AIF schemes, while placing greater
responsibility on merchant bankers and AIF managers.
Under the revised framework, AlFs (excluding Large Value Funds for Accredited Investors)
can launch schemes and circulate PPMs 30 days after filing documents with SEBI.
Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs) are privately pooled investment vehicles that serve as
an alternative to mutual funds and stock markets.
Jio Payments Bank Partners with Ezeepay as Business Correspondent to Boost Last-Mile Digital

Banking in Rural and Semi-Urban India
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Jio Payments Bank Limited (JBPL), a subsidiary of Jio Financial Services Limited (JSFL),
has partnered with fintech platform Ezeepay as a Business Correspondent (BC) to
strengthen last-mile digital banking services in rural and semi-urban India.
The main objective of the partnership is to expand access to basic banking
services through local merchant outlets, improving financial inclusion.
Under this collaboration, Ezeepay BC merchants will offer cash withdrawal and cash deposit
services using the Aadhaar Enabled Payment System (AEPS).
The partnership also enables Unified Payments Interface (UPI)-based cash withdrawal
services, in compliance with Reserve Bank of India (RBI) guidelines.

About Jio Payments Bank Limited :
Founded : 3 April 2018
Headquarters : Navi Mumbai, India
Chairperson : Vivek Bhandari
MD & CEO : Vinod Easwaran

SBI Cards Sells ¥1,800 Crore Stressed Credit Card Pool to Integro Finserv

« SBI Cards and Payment Services, a listed subsidiary of State Bank of India, has sold

a stressed credit card receivables pool worth around 1,800 crore to Integro Finserv, a
Mumbai-based NBFC.
The transaction is aimed at reducing non-performing assets (NPAs) and improving asset
quality amid rising credit card delinquencies.
This is one of the largest bad loan sales by SBI Cards in the last four years, highlighting
increased focus on stress asset resolution.
The company earlier executed a similar sale of ¥200 crore in 2022, indicating a growing trend
of portfolio clean-up measures.

Reserve Bank of India Issues Final Revised Lending Norms for Urban Co-operative Banks to

Simplify Credit Rules and Strengthen Risk Management

« The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has issued final revised lending norms for Urban Co-

operative Banks (UCBs) to simplify credit regulations and strengthen risk management.
The directions titled Urban Co-operative Banks (Concentration Risk Management) —
Amendment Directions, 2026 were issued under the Banking Regulation Act, 1949.
The revised framework focuses on unsecured lending limits, housing loan conditions, and
enhanced transparency requirements.

National Stock Exchange of India Crosses 13 Crore Registered Investors, Marking Strong
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Growth in Retail Participation
« The National Stock Exchange of India has crossed 13 crore unique registered investors,
with the latest 1 crore investors added in just 7 months (since September 2025).
The NSE took 14 years to reach its first 1 crore investors after commencement of operations,
and an additional 11 years to add the next 3 crore investors, showing accelerated retail
participation in recent years.
The total number of client codes reached 25.7 crore as of April 25, 2026, reflecting strong
growth in retail investor participation and market penetration.
About National Stock Exchange of India :
e Headquarters : Mumbai,Maharashtra
e Founded : 27 November 1992.
e MD & CEO : Ashishkumar Chauhan
Securities and Exchange Board of India Proposes Major Regulatory Reforms for Online Bond
Platform Providers to Strengthen Retail Bond Market Ecosystem
e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has proposed major regulatory
reforms for w (OBPPs) to strengthen India’s retail bond market ecosystem.
SEBI aims to allow OBPPs to offer a wider range of debt securities, including government
securities and listed debt instruments, beyond current permitted products.
The regulator has proposed permitting OBPPs to distribute tax-saving bonds under Section
54EC of the Income Tax Act as well as similar provisions in the new Income-tax Act.
SEBI has also proposed expanding OBPP scope to include products regulated by
the International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), enabling access
to overseas-listed debt securities via GIFT-IFSC (Gujarat International Finance Tec-City).
About SEBI :
Established : 12 April 1988 as an executive body and was given statutory powers on 30 January
1992 through the SEBI Act, 1992
Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra
Chairman : Tuhin Kanta Pandey
SEBI is the regulatory body for securities and commodity markets in India under the ownership of
the Ministry of Finance (MoF), Gol.
Securities and Exchange Board of India Forms ‘Cyber-suraksha.ai’ Task Force to Address Al-

Driven Cybersecurity Threats in Financial Markets
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The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has constituted a dedicated task force
named “Cyber-suraksha.ai” to assess cybersecurity risks arising from advanced Artificial
Intelligence (Al) tools and strengthen cyber resilience in financial markets.
The task force aims to evaluate threats from Al-driven vulnerability identification tools such
as Claude Mythos and develop strategies to enhance financial cybersecurity frameworks.
The Cyber Suraksha Al task force will include representatives from Market Infrastructure
Institutions (Mlls), Qualified Registrar and Transfer Agents (QRTAs), Regulated Entities
(REs), and other key stakeholders.
Its primary responsibility is to identify and assess Al-based cybersecurity risks and develop
a uniform mitigation strategy to address emerging threats.

S&P Global Cuts India’s FY27 Gross Domestic Product Growth Forecast to 6.6%

« S&P Global Market Intelligence and CRISIL Ratings Limited jointly released a report
titled “India Forward — Emerging Perspectives”, revising India’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth forecast for FY27 downward by 50 basis points to 6.6% from 7.1%.
The revision is attributed to disruptions in trade and energy supply chains and rising
inflation due to the ongoing West Asia conflict.

For FY26, India’s GDP growth is estimated at 7.6%, reflecting strong near-term economic
performance.
The report projects India’s average annual GDP growth at 7.3% between FY23 and FY26,
indicating sustained medium-term growth momentum.
Retail Investors Turn to Reserve Bank of India Retail Direct Platform for Safer Investment and
Better Returns

« Retail investors are increasingly shifting towards the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Retail
Direct platform in search of safer and better investment returns in government securities.

« The number of Retail Direct Gilt (RDG) accounts rose by around 64% year-on-year to
approximately 3.61 lakh accounts (as of April 27, 2026), compared to 2.20 lakh accounts in the
previous year.

o The RBI Retail Direct Scheme, launched in November 2021 (originally announced in February
2021), aims to improve accessibility of government securities for retail investors.

Bihar Cabinet Clears World Bank Loan of USD 500 Million for Urban Transformation and
Infrastructure Development
« The Bihar State Cabinet, chaired by Samrat Choudhary, approved a USD 500 million (¥4,750

crore) loan from the World Bank for the Bihar Urban Transformation Programme.
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e The programme aims to strengthen urban governance, improve civic infrastructure,
enhance public services, and promote sustainable urban development across major cities
and municipalities in Bihar.

o The initiative focuses on developing integrated urban economic zones and improving
infrastructure in selected urban centres.

« The World Bank funding will support urban infrastructure upgrades, municipal capacity
building, water supply improvements, sanitation projects, and planned urban expansion.

About World Bank:

« The World Bank is an international financial institution that provides loans and grants to the
governments of low and middle-income countries for the purpose of pursuing capital projects.
The World Bank consists of 5 institutions: The International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (IBRD), The International Development Association (IDA), The International
Finance Corporation (IFC), The Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), and The
International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID).

Founded Year: 1944

Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States

President: Ajay Banga

Members:189 countries
Three Jan Suraksha Schemes (Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana and Atal Pension Yojana) complete 11 years of delivering social security
cover

e The three Jan Suraksha Schemes — Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana
(PMSBY), Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and Atal Pension Yojana
(APY) — have completed 11 years of implementation.

The Jan Suraksha Schemes were launched on 9 May 2015 by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to provide affordable insurance and pension security to citizens, especially the
underserved and vulnerable sections of society.

The three flagship schemes are PMJJBY (life insurance), PMSBY (accident insurance),
and APY (pension scheme), aimed at strengthening financial inclusion, social security,
and long-term financial resilience.

PMJJBY provides life insurance cover for death due to any cause at a premium of less than

%2 per day, ensuring affordable protection.
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PMSBY provides accident insurance coverage at a very low premium to ensure financial
protection against accidental death and disability.
APY aims to build a universal pension system for workers in the unorganised sector,

especially the poor and underprivileged.

About Ministry of Finance:

Cabinet Minister: Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
Minister of State (MoS): Shri Pankaj Chaudhary

Securities and Exchange Board of India Withdraws Investor Risk Reduction Access Platform for
Stock Brokers

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has discontinued the Investor Risk
Reduction Access (IRRA) platform for stock brokers with immediate effect.
The IRRA platform was launched on 01 October 2023 to provide brokers with an alternative

trading access point during disruptions in trading services.

About SEBI :

Established : 12 April 1988 as an executive body and was given statutory powers on 30 January
1992 through the SEBI Act, 1992

Headquarters : Mumbai, Maharashtra

Chairman : Tuhin Kanta Pandey

SEBI is the regulatory body for securities and commodity markets in India under the ownership of
the Ministry of Finance (MoF), Gol.

Department of Financial Services Insurance Division Secures First Position in Group A Category

of Grievance Redressal Assessment and Index Rankings for March 2026

The Department of Financial Services (DFS) receives more than 2.5 lakh grievances
annually and has consistently ranked among the top 10 ministries/departments in

the Grievance Redressal Assessment and Index (GRAI) since November 2025, reflecting
strong administrative responsiveness.

In March 2026, the Insurance Division secured the top position in Group A category of
GRAI, while the Banking Division retained 5th position for the second consecutive month,
indicating sustained performance.

The GRAI framework, developed by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG), evaluates ministries on effectiveness and timeliness of grievance
redressal through the Centralized Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System
(CPGRAMS).
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Ministry of Finance launches performance-based framework under Special Assistance 